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U.S. ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
IN AFGHANISTAN 

by Charles H. Briscoe, Richard L. Kiper, 
James A. Schroder, and Kalev I. Sepp 

This book chronicles the "boots on the 
ground" actions by U.S. 
Army Special Operations 
Command from 
September 11 , 2001 , 
until May 15, 2002. The 
authors' mission was 
clear: to write an 
account of what Army 
Special Operations sol­

diers did in Afghanistan during those first 
critical months and to make the book easy 
for the American public to understand. 8 
1 /2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 434 pp. 
#SOAFG $40.00 

WEAPONS EVALUATIONS FOR THE 
ARMED PROFESSIONAL AND 

ADVANCED COLLECTOR 
by Alan C. Paulson 

A sweeping expert 
analysis of cutting­
edge handguns, 
shotguns, tactical 
carbines, sniper 
riftes and .50 cal­
ibers being fielded 
today by elite 
troops, police tacti-

cal teams and intelligence operatives. 
Vital information for end users, tacticians 
and researchers. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, 372 pp. #WEAP $40.00 

THE COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO LOCKPICKING 
by Eddie the Wire 

Learn how to open all kinds of locks, 
plus how to thwart 
tampering with 
locks to protect 
your valuables. This 
book is intended for 
legal entry only, but 
you'll gain confi-

LJie;~~i:l dence knowing that 
you can get in 
through any door 

without a key! For academic study only. 
5 1/2 x 81/2, softcover, illus., 80 pp. 
#611.lP $14.95 

SURVIVAL DRIVING 
Staying Alive on the World's Most 

Dangerous Roads 
by Robert H. Deatherage Jr. 

Using his 20+ years of antiterrorism 
experience in Special 
Forces and the private 
sector, Deatherage 
teaches you how to 
drive like a pro in 
high-risk areas. Learn 
how to reinforce your 
car to withstand 
attack; flawlessly exe­

cute evasive maneuvers; react instantly to 
an IED, ramming, drive-by shooting or 
overrun attack; spot and elude surveil­
lance teams; and more. 8 1/2 x 11, soft­
cover, photos, illus., 160 pp. #S.DRIVE 
$22.00 

SCIENTIFIC SELF-DEFENCE 
by WE. Fairbairn 

W.E. Fairbairn's highly sought, legendary 
hand-to-hand combat manual is finally 

SCIENTIFIC available again. The 
SELF.DEFENCE author's techniques 
.. .. ·- .. .... for dealing with 

armed assailants, 
defending against 
holds, using the club 
and walking stick for 
self-defense and 
other areas of close­

in fighting have had an extraordinary 
influence on the development of the com­
bat arts. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, photos, 
182 pp. #SSD $20.00 

THE QUICK AND DIRTY GUIDE 
TO LEARNING LANGUAGES FAST 

by A.G. Hawke 
This workbook was designed for people who 

need to learn a foreign 
language fast and who 
don't want to learn 
complicated grammar 
rules. The author, a 
Green Beret who is mil­
itary-certified in seven 
languages, promises 
that his unique method 
can help anyone 

become functional in any language in seven 
days and proficient in 30! This book contains 
no fluff - it's all action. 5 1/2 x 8 112, soft-
cover, 176 pp. #QD $20.00 

THE BRUTAL ART OF RIPPING, 
POKING, AND PRESSING 

VITAL TARGETS 
by Loren W Christensen 

The ripping, poking, pinching and press­
f'Jl!l!!!l!lll!!!ii ing techniques in this 

book emphasize 
quick, vicious deliv­
ery to the eyes, 
throat, ears, groin, 
nerve points and 
other acutely vulner­
able targets on the 
human body. These 

techniques are simple, they hurt like hell 
and they work in close-in fighting. 5 1/2 
x 8 1/2, softcover, photos, 284 pp. #BRU­
TAL $25.00 

All-IN FIGHTING 
by Capt. WE. Fairbairn 

This 1942 classic is finally available in its 
original, all-inclusive British version. All-In 

•Ur•• ..... n~• Fighting, published in .... 

un . • . L .... llUIU' 

the U.S. with the title 
Get Tough, was written 
to introduce soldiers 
and civilians alike to the 
realtties of close com­
bat. Featuring the same 
no-holds-barred infor-
mation as Get Tough, 

but with an expanded introduction and a 
section on rifle and bayonet fighting, All-In 
Fighting covers strikes, holds, releases and 
more. 51/2 x 81/2, softcover, illus., 130 pp. 
#Alf $15.00 

SPEAK LIKE A NATIVE 
Professional Secrets for 

Mastering Foreign Languages 
by Michael 0. Janich 

IR:llP.J.lQll This is a distillation of 
the techniques used by 
professional linguists 
from the Defense 
Language Institute, State 
Department, CIA, NSA 
and other government 
agencies. It includes the 
1 O rules for establishing 
and achieving your 

goals, the author's unique 12-step process 
for accelerating your learning and 50 proven 
tips favored by the pros. 5 112 x 8 1/2, soft-
cover, photos, 136 pp. #SLH $19.00 

John Plaster's classic book has been updated and expanded for 21st-century military 
and police snipers. This new edition includes the latest info on sniper rifles, scopes, 
ammo and gear; combat tactics and "lessons learned" from Iraq and Afghanistan; balUs­
tics and tlajectory data; evolving technologles; sniper training programs; and more. 8112 
x 11, softcl!V!lli photos, illus., 584 pp. #ULTl.2 $49.95 

UNDER THE GUN 
Fundamentals of Handgun Disarming 

by James Miller 
In this DVD and manual package, James Miller, 
a black belt and former cop who spent 17 years 

on a SWAT team, presents 
simple, straightfor­
ward techniques 
that could save your 
life. With the dire 
consequences of 
failure in mind, 
Miller outlines a 

four-step formula to deal 
with attacks from the front and rear, while you 
are armed with a knife or gun and while 
unarmed. 75-min. color DVD; 96-pg., 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2 softcover book. #UTG.SET $47.95 

FIRE AND MOVEMENT 
Bargain-Basement Warfare 

in the Far East 
by Jae Weller 

Written during the war 
against communist 
guerrillas in Vietnam, 
this book has much to 
teach about fighting 
insurgents in Iraq and 
Afghanistan today. For 
anyone who wants to 
understand the basic 

military and political principles of combat-
ing irregular forces, this classic book is 
essential reading. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, 268 pp. #FAM $25.00 

THE l.D. MASTER 
Little Known Tactics of 

Identity Change Professionals 
by John 0. Newman 

In this book you will 
discover how to use 
name-change laws to 
your advantage; create 
a usable Social Security 
number; obtain a 
"delayed" birth certifi­
cate in any name you 
want; pass background 
investigations with a 

new identity; create an education history 
complete with real transcripts; and much 
more. For academic study only. 8 1 /2 x 11, 
softcover, 130 pp. #RIM $19.95 
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our Snipers nave Spoken ... 
Now It's Your Turn! 

As longtime SOF readers are aware, 
SOF has published numerous articles 
on the effectiveness of Marine and Army 
snipers on the frontlines in the war on 
Islamic terrorism in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. We have received emails and let­
ters from a significant number of these 
young studs documenting problems 
they have encountered with the chain 
of command regarding obtaining the 
appropriate equipment as well as the 
proper employment to maximize effec­
tiveness as well as reduce risk. 

Though disheartening, I remem­
ber our snipers faced, at least initially, 
similar problems in Nam. Prior to my 
deployment to Nam, the Gods smiled 
and I found myself the OIC of the XVlll 
Airborne Corps Advanced Marksman­
ship Training Unit (AMTU). At that 
time, the Army had yet to be blinded by 
all the hi-tech crappola and therefore, 
every major post in the U.S. had an 
AMTU. (Now, there is only one, located 
at Ft. Benning, GA.) Consequently, I 
interfaced with the troops from the Ft. 
Benning, who were to provide the intial 
cadre for the Army sniper school subse­
quently located with the 9"' Division. 

Major Willie Powell, the OIC of 
the Benning AMTU, who took the first 
group of sniper school cadre to Nam in 
June, 1968 found that after a couple of 
cycles had been sent to the field , reports 
came back to Powell that these young, 
battle-hardened troops were being mis­
used. Instead of whacking Mr. Charles 
with one round, ala Carlos Hathock, 
they were ending up as squad leaders 
or platoon sergeants. The why of this 
is very simple. Infantry company com­
manders, who had no experience in the 
care and feeding of these professionals, 
found that a sniper school graduate al­
ready had three months of combat time 
in country, had six more months to 

serve. He could call in air strikes and ar­
tillery - effectively. He could read a map 
to boot! He was a perfect candidate to 
be a squad leader that could walk point 
or assault bunkers! 

This problem was resolved in a rela­
tive short time (how, I do not know) and 
then the snipers went about the busi­
ness they should have been conducting 
from the get go. Like the little-known 
Sfc. Adelbert F. Waldron, who was cred­
ited with 113 foot-on-the-body kills 
during the first five months of 1969. 
When Army Intelligence found out that 
the VC had put a $50,000 bounty for 
his scalp, he was on a "freedom bird" to 
the U.S . in 12 hours. (For more on Wal­
dron, check out Silencers, Snipers and 
Assassins, published by Paladin Press 
and edited by yours truly.) 

We really got torqued here at SOF 
when we were informed that one unit 
in Iraq had 10 M-l 4s but only had three 
magazines. Now, not-so-gentle reader, 
that's not three mags per rifle but three 
mags for the 10 rifles! We've taken 
some steps to rectify this particular 
problem, but its going to take you read­
ers to bring pressure on your elected 
representatives to have them apply the 
boot to the boobs in the Pentagon to get 
these problems squared away. Our boys 
in harms way deserve better. . . a hell of 
lot better! ~ 
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The Aftermath 
An article today in the Atlanta 

journal - Constitution, entitled 
"Vets' return fraught with 

psychological hurdles , study 
finds" is bringing to light 

something that it took our government 30+ years to fi2Ure out 
for Vietnam Veterans. 

0 

Even though shell shock, combat fatigue and soldier's heart 
were known and common during WWU and Korea, for some 
odd reason 1 + year in nasty jungle warfare in Vietnam and 
everything was supposed to be just great for the returning sol­
diers? 

After 58,000 perished over there, it took the government 
over 30 years to figure out that us Vietnam Veterans were ac­
tually in a war? In Vietnam as a draftee infantryman during 
the Tet offensive from January through May 1968, the men in 
my mechanized infantry company (approx. 100 men) worked, 
fought and hunted for 24/7 for 300 bucks a month and by the 
time Tet was over all (what was left of them) in my company 
had at least one (real) purple heart - some had two and a few 
three. During those five months we saw our base camp for 
about two weeks max, if lucky. 

I'm just happy to see that the government realizes this time 
that there is a war going on, and that the soldiers directly in­
volved in that war need help before, during and after the war! 

For those who don't quite get the message, just try working 
your job here in the states for 24/7 and see how long you last 
before you have a little "job burn out " problem. 

Tom Foster, Veterans Advocate 
Marietta, Georgia 

Cheers lrom Down Under 
I was with your brother Alan and General Aderholdt in Papua 

New Guinea (re: the story "New Guinea Gold." I could add more 
to the story, especially the bit about when Al Brown and I went to 
the Port Moresby Mapping section looking for a military map of 
Oro Bay, and the guy said, "Oh! You want a c;opy of the Gold Trea­
sure Map. We both stood there with our mouths on the floor). 
John Page and I went there three times to try our luck. In Port 
Moresby, we were raided by the Police and Army as being suspi­
cious people, because the Pope was dropping in the clay that we 
arrived with all sorts of goodies coming through Customs. 

Frank B. Taylor 
Sunnybank, AUST~LIA 

Alan Brown recalls: 
He could have ve1y well heard that. What I heaKd was "I 

and my pilot flew the airplane that took those aeria.l photos 
.for map-making purposes. After my friend got oun the ser­
vice, he spent six months looking for gold in church walls." 
It wasn't there because my man an the missionwy had 
moved it, first into the fox hole and then into the jungle. 

So he could be right. But I'll stick to my memory bank 
since I have notes on it dating back to '95. 

we Wish You a Merry Christmas 
Kudos SOE! 

Soldier of Fortune is one 
of the few, if not the only, 
magazines to look at the 
world through the iron 
sights of the professional 
gunfighter. There are plen­
ty of glossy weapon-centric 
rags and a few professional 
journals (which are so PC 
you'd be hard pressed to actually ring a page of truth 
out of them), but there is nothing else like SOF. 

The way these things float around the barracks 
or the fighting holes, dog-eared and overleafed, I bet 
some issues of SOF have been in the Marine Corps 
longer than I have! The longevity of the hand-to hand 
circulation speaks volumes to the relevance an d ve­
racity of the story telling. 

It might be an issue of SOF from last year, or las t 
month, but the authenticity of the articles and the 
point of view of the operator are captured in its pages 
like nowhere else. Not to mention the ads for use­
ful products that the soy-latte-sipper couldn't give a 
damn about, but that just might save a meat-eater's 
life. Don't get me wrong, the boys still love their 
girlie mags and their car mags, but the ones that 
speak to their professional needs and interests , which 

Continued on page 24 
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D 
~ "Who ya calling a dogface, Leatherneck?" GI from 549th Military Police Company 
(on right) takes five with his working dog (on left) during Operation Medusa in Mo­
sul, Iraq. Photo: U.S. Anny by Sgt. Thomas Wheeler 

Rescuing the rescuer: Marines 
hook up an immobilized UH-60 
Black Hawk medevac chopper to 
their CH-53E Super Stallion in 
Iraq's Anbar Province. The Black 
Hawk had been disabled during a 
routine training mission. Photo: 
USMC by Cpl. James B. Hoke 

~ Soldiers from Battery B, 3rd Battalion, 320th Field Artillery 
Regiment, lOlst Airborne, pause for a glamour shot at the end of 
a pan·ol near Wynot, Iraq before heading home. Photo: DoD 

lill- Following "Warrior One's" tour of military bases and other sites across the country, the 
Barrett-Jackson Auction house will auction this vehicle on 20 January in Scottsdale, Ariz. 
CNN, who purchased the Hummer in 2002 from the King Hummer dealership in Kuwait 
for use of their crews who were embedded with the First Battalion, 7th Marines, is donat­
ing proceeds from the auction of this "Overhauled" Hummer to Fisher House. 

The Learning Channel's Overhaulin' took the Hummer to their shop in Irvine, Calif. , 
where crews overhauled the engine and body and installed an extensive entertainment 
system. Airbrush artists Dru Blaier, Mickey Harris and Mike Lavallee painted images of 
journalists and troops on the vehicle. The liummer will be the subject of an upcoming 
episode of Overhaulin'. 

Since its founding in 1990, the Fisher House has offered more than 2 million clays 
of lodging to more than 100,000 GI families while their loved ones were in a near-by GI 
hospital. Presently, the organization operates 35 houses in 16 states and one in Europe. 
For more information on this worthwhile effort, go to www.fisherhouse.org. 

Get Enraee11. Get Involved. Get Moving! 
The English language falls short when it comes to describing 

the ongoing plight of our fo:rmer, now abandoned, allies - the 
H'mong. If "plight" describes the fellow in the reefer carton 
under the bridge without a warm coat, what word describes the 
lOcyear old H'mong boy whose father was killed by communists 
soldiers, who was then shot as he ran ~rom hiding - and then 
had his belly sliced open so he could run home with both hari.ds 
full of his own guts to die in the arms of his mother. In case the 
mons ters of the. Middle East have distracted you, be advised that 
communism is still alive and evil in Southeast Asia. The only 
difference now is that they are free to concentrate on the former 
allies we abandoned, the H'mong. Thoroughly peruse these web 
sites below. Follow every link; click on every page. Then if your 
heart and stomach are still functioning, get your ass in gear . 
.. 

j • 

This is going on now. Nothing is being done. Where is the out­
rage? Send this to others. Go to this address, scroll down to bot­
tom and click for PDF file: http://www.earthpeoples.org/ 

This outfit doing its damnedest to shed light on Hmong's 
plight. Lot of info on their website if you roam around it: http:// 
www.factfinding.org/ 

In case you missed it, go to:http://www.huntingtonnews. 
net/national/060708-staff-laos.html for one of the [ew 
press reports on the atrocities. 

Note correspondents Bill Laurie and ]. T. Flynn, " the U.S. 
government, as is disgustingly par for course, isn't doing a bloody 
damn thing. Please continue y0ur efforts to the publicize this. 
The standard 'media pukes' haven't and won't." 

. -'! • 1-.... 
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Jerry's Kids: 
Heroes of the Hindu Kush 

Friend of SOF j erry Sullivan sends some 
cost-effective ideas for getting goodies to the 
troops (his favorites are the 10th Mountain 
guys in Afghanistan as listed below - but 
these ideas work for any APO): Wal-Mart 
has big, nearly 2-pound bags of various trail 
mixes, and three will fit into a USPS FLAT 
RATE PRIORITY SHIPPING BOX. So, for 
about $30, you can send 6 pounds of that 
stuff (or, for less than $8, a flat rate box full 
of magazines or whatever). 

Or, you can send money to Vietnam 
Veterans of America, Support Our Troops 
Fund (VVA- SOT) P.O. Box 2601, Athens, 
OH 45701, and jerry will do the work part. 
They are a 50l(C-19) Fraternal Non-profit 
(tax deductible) and 125% of every nickel 
they garner from you and their own pock­
ets which is earmarked for the SOT effort 
is applied to it. If you prefer to send a care 
package yourself, please do! Send to: 

LtC Mike Howard, CO 
HHT- 3 I 71 Cav, 10th Mtn Div, 
APO AE 09354. 
Tell him a not-too-old, not-too-busted-up 

Vietnam vet from Ohio and his favorite mili­
tary magazine gave you his address - but 
most of all, tell him and his young troops 
THANKS for standing tall and offering 
themselves to the defense of liberty. 

Continued on page 80 
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YOU SHALL R ISE 
UP ON THE WINGS 

OF EAGLES ... 



Editor's Note: None of the troops 
in the photos accompanying this ar­
ticle were authors of any of the let­
ters that comprise this article. Photos 
were selected for topical interest, 
came mostly from DoD sources, and 
are individually credited. The follow­
ing letters were very lightly edited for 
clarity and space. 

Not uncommonly, the military mis­
sion following a successful invasion 
evolves into sorting out various war­
ring internal factions in order that 
Democracy might have a chance to 

take root, as is the case in Iraq and Af­
ghanistan. At this point, the liberators 
are seen as occupiers, and mission 
success may well hinge on winning 
the hearts and minds of the popula­
tion. Working against this is the costly 
synergism between a high-profile mili­
tary presence and any collateral dam­
age caused by military activity, when 
it comes to how the liberated perceive 
the liberators. 

One of the lowest-profile tools 
available, which by its very nature is 
so precise as to be the least-likely tool 
to cause collateral damage, is the elite 
cadre of American military snipers. 

They are also one of the most cost-ef­
fective military tools available . 

This two-part article, compris­
ing letters from individual American 
snipers serving in the Middle East, ex­
poses a story of the neglect, misuse or 
handicapping of one of the most pre­
cise, cost-effective military tools we 
have on the ground. Where a problem 
is mentioned by more than one cor­
respondent, the redundancy has not 
been editorially corrected, in order 
not to skew the reader's perception 
of the pervasiveness of that particular 
problem. We will let the writers can­
didly speak for themselves. 
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LETTER 1: 
" .. .The Army Needs To Establish A 

Training course for the SID." 
I have an idea that I (at least) think is 

so obvious, that anyone else who has not 
thought of it should just slap themselves: 

The Army needs to create some sort of 
protocol to train the officer corps on how 
to properly employ snipers. I have spoken 
to many Infantry officers on this matter, 
and all of them agree that nowhere in their 
IOBC is there any training on the optimal 
use and employment of snipers on the 
battlefield. 

If we as snipers are sent to sniper 
school to become sniper qualified, why is 

it not blatantly obvious that there needs to 
be a sniper employment officer course to 
qualify our brass to use us correctly? 

For once, we cannot blame this on a bad 
CO or BC. They may or may not be jerks, 
but the real problem is that they just don't 
know the nature of our skill. The Infantry 
school needs to make basic sniper employ­
ment a part of their Infantry Officers Basic 
Course. Every butter bar in ACUs needs to 
be familiar with these tasks if he is wear­
ing crossed rifles on his collar. 

Furthermore, every MTOE I have ever 
seen with a sniper slot on it also has a slot 
somewhere for the Sniper Employment Of­
ficer. This guy is usually an ops guy. This 

MilSpeak for 
Brown-Boots and Civvies 
ACU's Army Combat Uniform 

84 Army Sniper MOS 

BC Batallion Commander 

CSI Crime Scene Investigation 

DA Department of the Army 

FFP Forward Firing Position 

GS vs. DS General Support Vs. Direct Sup­
port 

IBA Individual Body Armor/Interceptor 
Body Armor 

IED Improvised Explosive Device 

IOBC Infantry Officer Basic Course 

MAPP Manpower and Personnel 
Plan/Mission Analysis and Perfor­
mance Program 

MOS Military Occupational Specialty 

MTOE Modified Table of Organization 
and Equipment 

PID Positive Identification 

PPE Personal Protective Equipment 

ORF Quick Reaction Force 

ROE Rules of Engagement 

SAPI (SAPls) Ceramic Plate (body armor) 

SASR Semi-Auto Sniper Rifle 

SDM Squad Designated Marksman 

SEO Sniper Employment Officer 

SGM Sergeant Major 

SNR Senior 

TL Team Leader 

TOC Tactical Operations Center 

guy is also usually just given this job be­
cause the BC says "tag, you're it." That is 
not very cool. 

This guy is just as critical as the sniper 
team itself. A bad SEO can ruin the team 
totally. He may be under trained, or he 
may be just too busy. My SEO in Iraq was 
a great guy, and he was really into wanting 
to help us. The problem was that he was 
also my company XO and he was too busy 
to take a dump, let alone work with us. As a 
result, we hit a lot of brick walls. Captains 
and full birds really are not too receptive 
when a couple of E-Ss walk into their TOC 
with ideas about hiding out on rooftops and 
zapping Haaji with high-powered rifles. For 
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some reason, officers just have a way of 
dealing with other officers, and apparently 
us NCOs do not have such skills. Thus, no 
good SEO - no joy for the shooters. 

On the flipside, the last thing in the 
world a sniper team needs is some yahoo 
with a nice set of gums talking up a whole 
bunch of shit that cannot really happen. 
That's how you find yourself laying face 
down in the open on 120-degree sand with a 
half a Camelbak full of water and 48 hours 

left to go on some Hollywood operation. 
To get to my point, the O·type that is 

given the task of SEO needs to be sniper 
qualified himself. He will most likely never 
fire a shot out of a sniper rifle past sniper 
school, but he needs to know the product if 
he is gonna sell it. 

I think that the Army needs to address 
this issue further. As the Army changes 
to meet the demands of the new threat, I 
think we will soon see the value a good, 

A sniper uses his rifle scope to searcl1 for enemy activity in Al Fallujah, Iraq in 2005. The paratrooper 
was assigned to the 82nd Airborne 's Co. 8, 1st Bn, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment and was taking 
part in a systematic search of a section of the city. U.S. Army photo by SSGT Charles 8. Johnson 

well-trained and well-led sniper team can 
have (again, as history does seem to repeat 
itself.). As such the Army needs to estab· 
lish a training course for the SEO. Perhaps 
the existing sniper school should link up 
with the Infantry officer school and hash 
out where the problems lay. Heaven forbid 
we should ever problem solve with internal 
communication. 

LETTER 2: 
" ... A Sniper Company Organized 

Similar To the SF Community With 
Its own Funds Would Solve A Lot of 
Problems." 
Some of the things we are running 

into are increased PPE that is getting out 
of control. Combat Load has gone up to 
65 to 80 lbs and that's without our rucks. 
The SAPis we are issued are too thick 
and too heavy. I don't know how much 
they cost but I've seen some that are .5 
inch thick and weigh 5 lbs. that will stop 
7.62, 5.56 and .30-06. We're getting or­
dered to wear our issued flaks known as 
the Interceptor Body Armor, but we call 
it the Incapacitator vest. We were told we 
can get better gear but we have to wear it 
over our issued PPE. Since 1994 we were 
supposed to get a semi-auto 7.62: Well, 
we finally did but they got recalled. A 
.45 caliber pistol would be nice. Our last 
chain of command was pretty bad but the 
fight with being GS vs. DS is an on-going 
battle, but our new chain is a nice change 
from the last one. AND I think a lot of 
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snipers would agree that a Sniper Com­
pany Organized similar to the SF com­
munity with its own funds would solve a 
lot of problems - i.e. rounds for training, 
priority for training, quotas for schools. 
Our MOS needs to be a primary and we 
need our own Re-enlistment bonus: That 
would bring more job retention. 

LETTER 3: 
"Simply Put, The c and c Element Is 
Not Allowing Us To Operate." 

Snipers are being used for BS details 
like TOC duties. Another problem is the 
commanders in some cases are keeping 
the reins too tight, they are choosing the 
hides for the team and requiring permis­
sion to relocate when that site turns out 
to suck. In some cases the shooter needs 
to get permission to shoot (by the time 
that it comes back down the IED has 
been placed and the bad guy is long gone: 
WTF, over?). Simply put, the C and C ele­
ment is not allowing us to operate. Our 
hands are tied in that we have to beg for 
permission to simply roll over and piss! 
In the LRS we had very relaxed uniform 
policies. When guys go outside the wire 
now, they have to look like they are on 
parade. 

As for equipping issues, scopes are al­
ways in need, hide sight-equipment that 
is man portable and easily placed is al· 
ways useful. The ACU's are garbage (un­
less you work in an office). They do not 
help you blend with any kind of terrain 
or urban setting, the Velcro has to be one 
of the worst ideas in U.S. Military his­
tory. The pockets are still coming open 
on their own, the arm pockets still snag 

Marine scout snipers with Regimental Com­
bat Team 7 test fire their weapons at Al Asad, 
Iraq in October of 2004. USMC Photo by Cpl. 
Paul W. Leicht 

Blowing dust obscures a sniper with the 22nd MEU (SOCVO's Maritime Special Purpose Force) as he fired a 
.50 SASR during live-fire training on Udari Range, in Kuwait in 2005. USMC photo by Sgt. Robert A. Sturkie 

on things and let out that gut-wrenching 
r-r- rip when they come open, magazines 
don't fit into the magazine pouches on 
the leg and a broken down MRE will not 
fit in the leg pouch. I'd like to have a few 
words with the f*ing REMF that decided 
that we should have them (You have to 
wonder who is making money on it). 

In team commo, we need equipment 
that is not bulky, that will take an ear­
piece (that fits in the ear canal) and has 
a way to keep the volume from acciden­
tally being bumped, would be nice. 

Some other equipment items that 
could be used are: 

• Small assault-packs 
• Drop-leg holsters 
• Drop-leg medic kits 
• Hydration systems 

LETTER 4: 
"Officers In the Army Have Never Been 
Trained On Sniper Employment." 

Mainly the officers in the Army have 
never been trained on Sniper employ­
ment. They barely know their own jobs, 
so they are not going to allow two or 
three guys to run around the streets of 
Baghdad. They certainly don't want to 
answer the tough questions if these guys 
get killed, such as "Why are there guys 
walking around when we have spent so 
much money on armored and up-armored 
vehicles?" As far as gear we got pretty 
much what we asked for, although we had 
to go through a lot of red tape and piss 
off a few high ranking officers - but we 
got most of it. 
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Marines of Scout Sniper Platoon, Battalion Landing Team 2nd Bn, 2nd Marines get up to speed on the new Mk-11 sniper rifle at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia, 
last July. USMC photo by UCpl Patrick M. Johnson-Campbell 

LETTER 5: 
"lack of Versatility On The Command 

Gets People Killed" 
The biggest thing I think is that pla­

toons are not being utilized very well 
to cover trouble areas. Since most of 
the work in Iraq is of a reactive nature, 
then whole platoons or sections of sniper 
teams need to be utilized to cover IED 
emplacements, with teams being ro­
tated to provide coverage. Of course that 

means that teams have to have multiple 
hides, insert, QRF support, and other 
logistics. Most units are not willing to 
provide the logistics to support such a 
small unit, but if you take into consider­
ation that this small unit can cause a lot 
of damage to the enemy, it balances out. 
That is the other thing, commanders are 
sending grunt units into the same areas 
conducting the same raids, patrols, and 
searches based on information that has 
not been confirmed. Most of the informa-

A soldier from the sniper team of Company A, 1st Bn, 155th Brigade Combat Team, attached to the 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Force, keeps watch as the team moves to a concealed position near an insurgent 
travel route along the Euphrates River in 2005. US Army photo by Kurt Gibbons Ill 

tion is wrong and a unit will get IED'd 
or ambushed after multiple attempts to 
conduct raids in the same areas, using 
the same techniques and routes in and 
out. Units don't leave the vehicles be­
cause commanders are too lazy to change 
things up. Sniper teams or recon teams 
can be inserted and patrol into the target 
area to confirm information before a raid 
or patrol is conducted. All of the correct 
doctrine is in place, unit commanders 
just need to use all available assets to 
get the job done and keep the enemy off 
balance. Lack of versatility on the com­
mand gets people killed. Hope that helps 
a little. 

LETTER G: 
"Problems With Commanders Confus­

ing Sniper Capabilities With Regular 
Infantry Capabilities." 

I'm a sniper with XXX, out of XXX. 
Most often we have problems with hav­
ing to pay for our own ghillie suits, veils 
and screens; with getting time on the 
range - and match-grade ammo for the 
range time I do get. There are problems 
with Commanders confusing sniper ca­
pabilities with regular infantry capa­
bilities - not realizing that snipers are in 
fact special operators attached to their 
units. Other command gaffs include un­
derestimating a sniper's man-tracking 
and stalking capabilities; confusing B4 
qualified snipers with squad designated 
marksmen; attempting to put a sniper in 
a guard tower where he cannot hide. 

Continued on page 78 
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Want To DESTROY YOUR ENEMIES with ease? Want to Always 

KNOW WHEN SOMEONE IS LYING & Make Them Tell The Truth? 

MENTAL WARFARE SECRETS 
Totally NEW Program Shows You "HOW" To Dominate Life & Easily Hypnotize Others Into Obedience 

Dear Friend, 
Listen. I don't care what you think you might know 

about Mind Control and Mental Warfare -

YOU NEED TO KNOW THIS 
Maybe you think such a thing doesn't even exist. If 

so, you're wrong. Dead wrong! And, I can prove it to 
you. Here's why: 

By now you've heard of Ninja Mind Control, Black 
Ops, Seduction, NLP (Neuro-Linguistic Programming), 
Kahuna, Remote Viewing, Hypnotism, etc. Andrew 
Scott has done it ALL and distilled it down to 

Quick Kill Methods of Instant 
Hypnotic Domination over ANYONE! 

You've probably heard of Andrew Scott, the creator 
and founder of Warrior Hypnosis. 

I-Le's also the Fighting Secrets and Total Life Mas­
tery guy you read about in these magazines all the Li me, 
or you've heard hi s interviews on national talk radio. 
He's in big demand, and rightfully so. 

You see, Andrew has done it all in the field of Mar­
tial Arts and Combatives - CQC, Ju Jitsu & Jeet Kune 
Do Instructor, multiple Black Belts and Certified Law 
Enforcement Trainer. 

He 's had unparalleled success and heads up a 
Worldwide organization! But get this -

The Night My Life Changed Forever 
After a grueling night of sparring against multip le 

armed attackers under Andrew's expert instruction, he 
decided to take the "Fight Club" out for pi zza. 

It 's AMAZING to me that a guy like this can be so 
down-to-earth and human, considering the superhu­
man things he can do! 

Want to know what l' m talking about? Read on 
friend, read on ... 

We arrived at the new pizza joint across town. The 
place was packed! The hostess says "I'm sorry, but it 's a 
45 minute wa it to get a table." 

Andrew steps in front of her, looks into her eyes and 
slightl y smiles. There is three seconds of silence and 
then she says "yknow what, I' ll just go clear you a table 
right away." 

As she walked away, she kept turning back and gaz­
ing at Andrew like she was in heat! 

Now keep in mind, none of us had been to this place 
before and we didn 't know any of the people there. 

I noticed all the women seem to be staring at An­
drew like deer caught in the headlights. The men are all 
giving him respectful nods and stepping back to clear a 
path for him. 

Finally, I decided to check it out for myself. I stepped 
up to a guy at the ba r and pointed at Andrew and asked 
"do you know who that is?" The guy said "No, but he's 
the man isn' t he?" How did Andrew 

Radiate Unstoppable Confidence and 
Magnetize Everyone In The Room 

Before the end of the night, no Jess than three hot 
vixens (including the wa itress) had stuffed their phone 
numbers into Andrew's hand, and he had barely said a 
word to them! He tossed the numbers to us - it was no 
big dea l to him at all! 

And, he had two attorneys, a broker and a realtor at 
our table buying us drinks and begging to invest bucks 
into one of' hi s enterprises! Andrew said no thanks, be-

By Torn Parks 

cause he likes to keep all the profits for himself. 
Does this all sound unreal , like something out of a 

movie? Well guess what, it's not. I was there and I can 
tell you in no uncerta in terms: Jt 's All Real. 
You see, after YEARS of studying just about everything, 
Andrew got fed up and decided to only teach the 

QUICK and DIRTY Methods of Getting 
Anything You Want From Anybody! 
I asked Andrew "how do you do it?" "Do what?" he 

said. "Yknow, magnetize people like that?" 
Andrew sa id "I don 't intend to do it. lt just si mply 

is. Water doesn't intend to go where it goes - it doesn't 
"try" to go where it goes - it just goes there! And, li ke 
water ... I Go Wherever I Want and 

I Get Whatever 1 Want 
... and you can do the same thing, Tom" I was astounded! 
Me? Do the same thing? 01-1 MY GOD! 

So he began to tra in me in Warrior Hypnosis. He 
showed me how to buy a ca r (l was completely broke at 
the time) and how to get my boss to double my salary, all 
within a week. I did what he said AND IT WORKED! 

MAKE THEM BEG! 
Ex-girlfriends who had dumped me for more suc­

cessful guys were begging to have me back, even offer­
ing to pay all of my bills! 

My nagging step-mother, who's been trying to thwart 
me for years, was all of a sudden very afra id of me. I 
was astounded! 

And, 1 lrnew I had changed forever. Th is wasn't 
some emotional cheerleading going on, this was a per­
manent change. 

It wasn't any esoteri c mumbo-jumbo either. Forget 
the agony and frustration of learning difficult tactics. 

If you're as "lazy" as I am, and simply want the bot­
tom line "how-to" you ' re gonna LOVE this ... 

I-lave you ever noti ced how some people seem to 
be "lucky"? They always have their way, and life never 
seems to be a struggle? 

They constantly have beautiful women on their 
knees begging, and they laugh about it, while you're al­
ways struggling to get a date with a chick who's "ok." 

In this totally new program vou can't find anvwhere 
else, Andrew will show you how to have beautiful 
women eating out of your hand and obeying your com­
mands, and you don 't need money or good looks. Yes, 
it 's true. See it for yourself! 

Listen. Have you ever wondered why some people 
seem to effortl essly conquer every situation they face? 
Notice how li fe can be a constant struggle, or very dis­
appointing and boring? 

Well, as of RIG HT NOW, it's doesn't ever have to 
be that way for you again! Am I serious? 

I Am DEADLY Serious. 
In thi s new program, Andrew is going to show you 

what he has learned about Mind Control & Menta l War­
fare, because after he lea rned it, li fe has NEVER been a 
struggle for him. 

This is not an exaggerat ion, but a simple statement 
of' fact. And it 's so simple and so absolute, so rock-sol­
id , that once you "have it" your life wi ll never be the 
same! 

Nothi ng will phase you at all ! In fact, danger and 
challenges are now an absolute JOY to face, because 

VICTORY IS AUTOMATIC 
Yes, I really do mean that. And I can prove it to you. 

Do you "want" the same power in your life? The first 
thing Andrew will show YOU is how to 

"Thrive ln Chaos!" 
I don 't care what you' re up against. If you' re out to 

be the top dog at work. If you' re competing for a promo­
tion or sales, with Andrew's Warrior Hypnosis phrasing, 
you' ll mesmeri ze and astound the competition - who 
won't know a damn thing until it's too late! 

The best part is when they say "NO!" When you 
get Andrew Scott's Mental Warfare Secrets, you' ll be 
amazed when you learn: 

./ How To Get Out Of A Traffic Ticket 

./ Have A Client Write You A Big Fat Check, Even 
After they say "no"! 

./ Hypnotic Trance: Make Them Desire To Please 
You, Without Saying A Word! 

./ Psych Profile: Know Anything About Anyone In 
Minutes! 

All you have to do is li sten to this program once, 
then try it a few tim es and you ' ll be shouting with joy 
that "THIS STUFF WORKS!" 

Let me ask you something. Where have things been 
difficult in your life? I' ll bet it 's when other people don 't 
do what you want them to do, am I right? Well li sten up, 
because now is your chance to end those difficulties 
once and for all . 

Once you "order thi s program" you can sit back and 
relax, because you 're about to become a Warrior King 
who gets his way - almost all of the time! 

And it works everywhere - whether you' re nego­
tiating a price, making a reservation , in a courtroom 
or dealing with city hall! Even with operators on the 
phone! 

Think she sounds cute on the phone? Have her meet 
you later - she' ll think it was her idea! Want them to 
work for you, or buy your product or servi ce? Have 
them do it and thank you for it1 

And, no one will ever be able to escape your mag­
netic power when you always know 

How To Tell If Someone ls Lying 
Think about it right now: How many times wi ll some­

one lie to you during the course of your li fe? And, what 
wi ll it cost you? 

Wouldn 't it be better to KNOW when they are lying; 
to know HOW to detect, and correct, those who are ly­
ing or are about to lie Lo you? 

Can you IMAGINE THE POWER YOU'LL HAVE 
knowing for sure, absolutely, whenever someone is ly­
ing to you? What wou ld that be worth Lo you over the 
rest of your Ii fetime? 

Of course, know ing this puts you at an Unfair Advan­
tage Over Others, because 

They Won't Be Able To Keep 
Any Secrets From You! 

And, you could easil y convince others of anyth ing, 
true or untrue, when you lean the strategies, tactics and 
exact sciences of persuasion in this course. 

But I know you won't do that, because your con­
science won 't permit it. That's the unique thing about a 



true Warrior. You' ll use your newly found strengths and 
secret knowledge for good, and to 

Manifest An Overflow of Greatness 
in your li fe and the li ves of others. 

There is a force inside you, a kind of "spiritual in­
tuition" that discerns all things, good and bad. This in­
tuition is very powerful , and magnetic. however, 99.9% 
of the population is programmed, BY DESJGN, to lose 
this intuition. 

Here's what I mean: have you ever had someone lie 
to you or take advantage of you, and later you sa id to 
yourself"! KNEW that was gonna happen." 

A little voice inside you told you that you were be­
ing lied to, but you rationalized it away and "allowed" 
it to happen, even though you knew better. I'm sure you 
know exactly what l'm talking about. 

Have you ever been in a situation where you were 
told about something that was totally true and benefi­
cia l, but you rationalized it away, and later sa id 

"I KNEW I should've done that!" 
I think we all know what it feels like to miss out on 

something awesome that we didn 't have to miss out on. 
Don't let that happen again. Grab hold of thi s tota lly 

new course that no one else has, and you won't ever 
have to mi ss out on anything you want, ever aga in. 

Normally, Andrew charges thousands of bucks for 
this info , to attend one of his seminars usuall y costs be­
tween $1700 to $2400 bucks! 

But for good fo lks li ke you, SOF readers who know 
the real deal, you get the same info in the Mental War­
fare Secrets Package for just $147 .00 bucks! 

And there's no way to lose! Andrew has laid it out in 
such a simple and easy-to-understand manner that only 
a foo l wouldn't get it!!! 

The 3 Master Keys You MUST Know 
To Get Anything You Want 

1. Hum an beings are made of energy, and your energy 
is ALWAYS radiating Magnetic Force - force that either 
"pushes away" what you want, or "attracts" what you 
want. And, there is NEVER a time when th is Magnetic 
Force isn't working - even when you're sleeping! 

2. Every Word You Say Has Power. If you don't w1-

derstand Hypnotic Commands and Phrasing, everything 
you say "pushes away" what you want most of the time 
(this is the missing Key to Getting Everything You 
Want!) The same rule applies for your Body Language 
and Eye Contact! 

3. Your Emotional Response Transfers Contro l To 
Your Opponent (or your Target). This is even true in a 
bloody streetlight. Knowing th is is how the smaller guy 
Destroys the big, scary thugs. It 's how the nerdy broke 
guy gets the pretty girl. lt 's how the disadavantaged and 
underpriveledged GET RICH! This Key is so Power­
ful , and so TOTAL and TRUE, that when you hear An­
drew explai n it and show you exactly how to use it, 
you "!! cry tears of joy as if you ' ve just been handed a 
check for 10 mi llion bucks1 

EASILY DESTROY YOUR ENEMIES! 
Let 's not foo l around here. What we' re talking about 

is very Powerful and Dangerous. Knowing exactly 
how to control other people without them even knowing 
it is outright unfair. 

That's why it's very important that this program only 
falls in to trustworthy hands. If you are a psycho on a 
power-trip, or a criminal, you are forbidden to buy this, 
period. Nut jobs need not apply. 

Also, if you are into taking un fa ir advantage ofother 
people, you are forbidden to have thi s material. lt'.s just 
too damn dangerous in the wrong hands 

Of course you must be over 18 and by purchasing 
you agree to release Andrew Scott and Masters Group 
from al l liabli ty. 

Just Imagine What You Can Do 
Once You Get These Skills! 

There are rea lly only two types of people 
Warriors and Peasants. The Peasantry walk 

around in a Hypnotic Fog of Programming, kind 
of like computer programs. 

When you understand this programming, then 
just like a computer programmer you can "push 
people's buttons" and have them obey you, just 
like the computer obeys the programmer! 

Does that make sense? It rea lly is that simple, 
but it isn 't easy unless you "know" the program­
ming language. 

Now, with Mental Warfare Secrets, you "gef' 
the programmi ng language, the buttons, every­
thing you need to 

Get Anyone To Do 
Anything You Want 
Anytime, Anywhere 

This essential in formation gives you specific 
techniques and pltrases in minute, step-by-step 
deta il that you can do RIGHT NOW. 

You can literally memorize these Secrets, go 
out and repeat them, and watch what happens! The hard 
part's already done. 

But more importantly, it isn't just about control-
1 ing others. It's also about YOU. Here's exactly what I 
mean: 

l. Mental Warfare Secrets is about YOU, EFFORT­
LESSLY GETTING WHATEVER YOU WANT! 

2. This program shows you that vou have onlv been 
using a tiny amount of your rea l abi li tv. Andrew shows 
you how to access that part of you, a kind of Genie in­
side you, that is capable of discovering the li fe you've 
always dreamed of, INSTAN TLY! 

3. The tech niques in thi s program will help you to 
make your dreams come true - not in some fa r off dis­
tant future - but "RJ GHT NOW" 

4. This DVD and CD set, and the secrets in them are 
not available anywhere else! In fact, they are so potent, 
so effect ive, so INSTANTLY POWERFUL that in order 
to purchase them you must promise to NEVER share 
these secret tactics with anyone and to only use them for 
lawful purposes! 

I WANT YOU TO HAVE THESE SECRETS -
YOU KNOW YOU NEED THEM if you're going to 
WIN every battle in lire. 

Do you thin k that winning at life, making more 
money than your fri ends, slaughtering the competition 
and easilv attracting evervthing vo u want li ke a giant 
magnet is easy? 

I do! And J' ve seen Andrew prove it dozens of times! 
Now, you can do the same. 

This is your wa ke-up call. If you are one of the few 
who know a good thing when they see it, who know 
the truth when they hear it, then YOU will become the 
Master of Youself and Those Around You with Mental 
Warfare Secrets. 

The Mental Warfare Secrets program will show you 
how to conquer yourself once and for all, and then con-

Andrew Scott 
quer anyone else! 

Once you get this knowledge, you'll final ly be the 
way you want to be, the way you know you really 
shou ld be! 

99% of the population is comfortable in ignorance 
and mediocrity. lf you want to continue in apathy and 
li ving inside of a little box, don't bother to call, we 
won't miss you. But fo r those of you who simply must 
win at life - who need to know "how" - thi s is for you. 

You have the courage to step up. That's why after 
you've absorbed this new DVD & CD Set that no one 
has anvwhere else, you' ll walk into a room and im medi­
ately grab attention - and radiate power! 

Watch How People Notice 
You've Been Transformed! 

lt'll be magnetizing, and it's all real. Period. I've put 
it on the line here. This is the best damn course on the 
planet. A DVD & CD set chock full of all oflife's Mind 
Control & Mental Warfare Secrets - that 's HUGE! 

I can guess the only thing possibly holdi ng you back 
at th is point is the price of $147.00 Are you cheap? If 
you don 't invest in your future, in your skills, what kind 
of li fe will you end up with? 

You know someth ing like this doesn't come along 
every day. Most people don 't have the balls io do any­
thing, to try something different - even if they know it 
will work. 

That's why the moment you "order now" you' ll im­
mediately be at a HUGE advantage over the rest of the 
population! All I'm asking is that you give it a try. Is that 
fa ir? 

And, for the First 45 people to order, we' re throwing 
in a Free Bonus worth thousands in it's own right. It 's a 
Report called 7 Keys To Unstoppable Confidence. 

Worldwide Shipping is FREE. So Call Now toll-free 
at 1-800-717-2675 and get it done. You can also order 
online at www.mentalwarfaresecrets.com 

To Your Success, 

D Yes. Sir! J want the Confidential "Men tal Warfare Secrets" DVD & CD Set. l' 111 one of the first 45 to order, so 
include the Free Bonus Report "7 Keys To Unstoppable Confidence'" [am over 18 and Promise to keep thi s informa­
tion confidential and never to harm others. 

Name. _________________ Phone. ________ Email _____ _ 

Address _______________ City State _____ Zip _ _ 

Pay by personal or business check on a US bank account, or any Cred it Card. We do not accept Money Orders. 
Method of Payment: 0 Check (US) 0 Visa 0 MC 0 Amex 0 Discover 

Card# _______ _ __________ Exp Date. ____ Security Code. ___ _ 
tvlail 10: Masters Group, lnc. 1005 Termi nal Way Suite 11 0. Reno. NV 89502 USA 

For Fas1 Shipping, ca ll 1-800-7 17-2675 or order on line at www.111entalwarfarcsecre1s.com ©2006 



FLAK • Continued from page 8 

tie in very nicely with them staying 
alive, are the ones they pay real atten­
tion to. 

Thanks for the years of hard work 
and excellence and for being there 
through all my wars! 

Semper Fidelis, 
Ilario Pantano 

(Ilario Pantano is a former Scout 
Sniper, Sergeant and Infantry Platoon 
Commander, and author of WARLORD: 
No Better Friend, No Worse Enemy.) 

Rhodesia Reporting 
I have only just received the Janu­

ary 2006 edition of SOF, and, on read­
ing the Flak column, was surprised to 
see two letters related to Rhodesia 
-my home. 

In the first one, from Buddy Lilley, 
he asks for corrections to the political 
figures who engineered the downfall 
of this great country. May I please 
take this opportunity to enlighten 
him as to who the "suspects" were on 
this matter. 

1) On the U.S. front, there were 
three main players: former 

President Carter, 
Henry Kissinger 
and that so-called 
preacher Jesse 
Jackson. Although 
Andrew Young was 
a player, he wasn't 
really interested 
due to the fact 
that he knew what was going to 
happen. 

2) On the British front, Margaret 
Thatcher (Prime Minister) and 
David Owen were the main 
players there. 

Of course, they played right into 
Mugabe's hands at Lancaster House. 
Lord Carrington, if my memory serves 
me correctly, took over as head of the 
military, while Lord Soames -- a rela­
tion of the Queen -- officially handed 
over the country to Mugabe. 

Hoping this will help. 
Wishing you and all at SOF the 

very best for the next 30 years, and 
keep up the good work. 

Yours faithfully, 
Jon Wrathall, (Sgt. , 1 RU, Ret'd) 
Lyndhurst, South Africa ~ 
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Drop-In Organizer 
For packs, rucks, etc. 
Keeps all your 
essentials in one 
place and ready 
to go. 

WOLF HOOK 
Single Point Weapon 
Sling 
Quick release design. 
Fast, simple, effective. 

T.H.E. Wallet J.R. 
Stands For "JUST RIGHT' 
Scaled down version of 
T.H.E. Wallet. Perfect for 
those who want just a little 
less of a great thing. 

Re adv Fire Mode 
Buttstock Magazine Pouch 
Put your ammo where you 
need it, for when you need 
it. Models to fit M-16, M-4, 
all AR type rifles. FAL, SR-
25, AR-10 and M-1. 

/ 

T.H.E. Wallet 
Tacucal Holds Evervthlng 

Wallet holds all of 
your essential travel and 
deeloyment documents. 

Exclusive Shark-Bite' closure -
quick, quiet and durable. 

SLING 101 _::r-~ 
3-Point Design Made 
Better: · • 
Fully adjustable, quicl 
release feature, fixed tri· 
angle design for fast 
target _acquisition. 

T.H.E.Pack 
Tactical Holds Everything 
Wortd's toughest assault 
pack - bar none. Designed 
for extreme use and 
maximum durability. 

MAMBA 
Combat Fighting Sling 
The choice of professionals 
world-wide. Bunjee feature 
allows wearer to strike 
opponent. Also stabilizes 
weapon aiming for run 

1 · and shoot situations 
.f' 

Ready for action - fully 
modular and adaptable to 
any mission requirement. 
T.H.E. PACK· Available in: 
Tan, Black, OD, Woodland, 
and 3 Color Desert 

'4 

The ENFORCER 
Tactical Entrv Sling 
Single pivot 

..1. design, for 
,;!' •• · fast ambedextrious 

';r transitions. Quick release 
.J feauture, padded shoulder 

strap. Used by Israeli 
Special Police. 



Farnam's Gunslinger Diary 
By ..John Farnano 

Friends at Glock tell me: 
(1) Glock polymer pistol frames are 

now being manufactured entirely in the 
USA (Georgia). The intent is to move 
a large portion of production over here 
from Europe. This is strong evidence 
that Glock is anticipating large, U.S. 
military orders, where one condition 
will be that weapons be made within 
the borders of CONUS. 

The USMC has taken the lead on 
designing the new military pistol. 
However, certain semi-autonomous 
military units, weary of waiting on 
the military bureaucracy to make a 
decision, have, on their own, ordered 
quantities of G22s, in .40S&W! So, it 
looks as if we'll end up with a mixture 
of pistols, and calibers, throughout the 
military system, no matter how hard 
those within the system try to standard­
ize on one. Interestingly, .40S&W is a 
good performer in its various high-per­
fonnance manifestations, all of which 
feature controlled-expansion bullets. 
Conversely, .40S&W hardball doesn't 
perform much better than does 9mm 
hardball! Are these high-speed folks 
planning on being autonomous enough 
to procure their own, non-hardball am­
munition inventory too? 

(2) Glock's contender for this next, 
military pistol will look like a G21 , only 
slimmer. The slide will be the same size, 
and it will still have a double-column 
magazine, but the grip will not be near­
ly as fat as is currently the case with the 
G21. Right now, it's called the "GSF45." 
In Glock numerology, the next number 
in line would be "G40," which would, 
of course, generate no end of confusion, 
so the designation, for now anyway, is 
GSF45. 

The Marines like .45GAP caliber, 
considering it a good performer, even in 
the hardball configuration they believe 
themselves to be stuck with. However, 
vendors have been told there will be no 

new small-arms calibers in the military 
system for the foreseeable future . No 
.45GAP. No 6.8rnm. 

The issue is not performance: It's the 
ponderous military logistics system, 
combined with the extremely limited 
ammunition production capacity with 
which we find ourselves presently sad­
dled. Under the G.H. Bush and Clinton 
Administrations, our national archipel­
ago military ammunition plants were 
all decommissioned, save one. We now 
discover, to our dismay, that one plant, 
with the assistance of virtually every 
major, domestic, private-sector ammu­
nition manufacturer, still cannot keep 
up with demand, even in the relatively 
low-intensity conflict we're in right now 
(much less, a world war!) . Under the 
G. W Bush Administration, the situa­
tion has not improved. So, to get a new 
pistol caliber ordered, produced, and 
into every military storage area (and 
there are thousands!) , worldwide, in 
sufficient quantity to supply a major 
operation would take at least six years, 
more like 10! Accordingly, I'm told any 
new gun, rifle or pistol, that ever sees 
the light of day, is going to have to shoot 
what we already have on hand (with all 
its faults ). The new pistol will be cham­
bered for .45ACP -- NATO pressure to 
stick with 9mm is , at least for the pres­
ent, being ignored. 

(3) The SF45 will have an ambidex­
trous, two-position, manual safety. It is 
designed to mostly disengage itself as 
the shooter acquires a normal, shoot­
ing grip . But, it must be manually, 
consciously re-engaged. Resembles a 
cross-bolt. Magazine release is ambi­
dextrous/switchable. The ostensible 
necessity for a manual safety is still 
being hotly debated, but the "pro'" side 
currently has the upper hand. 

(4) The "G36 Tactical" will soon 
make its appearance. The current G36 
is Glock's slim, single-column, compact 

.45ACP carry gun. I carry my copy 
regularly, and it is a great concealment 
pistol. Now, imagine a G36 with a five­
inch slide! Apparently, there is a big de­
mand for a Glock pistol that is close to 
the dimensions of a 1911. The customer 
is always right! 

(5) Those anticipating the debut of 
Glock's long-awaited .223 rifle and/or 
staple-gun, will still be waiting this time 
next year! Glock is trying to get it pro­
duced, but I suspect the military pistol 
project is consuming so much attention 
that no Glock rifle will see the light of 
day in the foreseeable future. 

Both the GSF45 and the G36T will be 
making their debut at the 2007 SHOT 
Show in Orlando, FL in January. ~ 

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication. 
including technical data, reports of any activities, information. 
events and circumstances under controlled situations and un­
der supervised control have not been tested nor approved nor 
were under the control of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Reports 
are transmitted from independent sources to which SOF has no 
obligation nor control. The data is transmitted for reporting evenls 
by the author. Soldier of Fortune Magazine, its agents, officers, 
consultants nor any other individual or entity reject any and all 
responsibility for any reporting in this publication. Any reports in 
this publication do not provide detail for comprehensive safety 
techniques, training techniques, training precautions that are 
absolutely essential for any covered or similar activity. The reader 
MUST not attempt any reported activity, technique or use of equip· 
ment based upon any reports in this publication. Comprehensive 
training, guidance and supervision Is always necessary when 
engaging in any activity of which any report in this publication 
mentions or gives any reference to. 
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.. .In Which Nick and Mac Have A 
Chance Encounter That Enlists 
A "Cook" Into RT Habu ... 

By Nick Brokhausen 

At the time of the Vietnam War, 
MACV-SOG (Military Assistance 
Command Vietnam - Studies and 
Observations Group), was one of the 
lesser-known of the many open secrets 
associated with that conflict. It was also 
one of the most effective fighting units 
ever assembled with a kill ratio exceed­
ingly high - and a life expectancy ex­
ceedingly low. Many books have been 
written chronicling SOG's exploits, 
and many more are sure to come. The 
excellent new volume We Few by Nick 
Brokhausen, however, does not remind 
us that these men were heroes, as that 
is a given. It reminds us they were hu­
man, and as Brokhausen notes, "I hope 
it will convey the incredible strength 
and macabre sense of humor that one 
needs in order to survive." This volume, 
from which we are pleased to publish 
four excerpts, does this very well, in­
deed. Enjoy. 

As we walk down the hill we notice 
one of the deuce-and-a-halfs pulling 
in and there are seven or eight new 
guys onboard. We are the closest, so 
we will get first look at the new can-

non fodder. 
Maybe we will 
see someone we 
know coming back 
and we can snag him 
as the One-Two on the / 
team or, by some re­
mote chance, we might 
see some guy that has 
promise. Someone with 
a court martial or a prior 
felony record is a good 
catch. 

The admin sergeant ma­
jor comes out with his clerk. 
They read off the roll and he wel­
comes them to CCN. He gives them 
the rah-rah, the "this is the toughest 
assignment in the Army" crap as he 
looks them over. There are two that 
will positively go to Recon; they have 
that smart-aleck look that only the 
multiple Article 15 holder has . I look 
at their faces; Yep , bet they both were 
staff sergeants before. I wonder who 
they pissed off to get sent here. 

Mac nudges me, points at the group 
and says, "What do you think of that 
one?" 

I'm looking at all of them. 
"Which one?" 

"That one there , by the tailgate ." I 
look the guy over. He is in his twen­
ties , olive-skinned, or very tanned, 
and hair, black wavy, curly hair, 
everywhere. You can tell he has to 
shave two or three times a day. There 
is hair peeking out at the neckline. 
He is sharp and very military look­
ing, complete with neat fatigues, and 
oh God, a Ranger tab. The guy is all 
soldier on the outside. He has what 

28 SUPPORT BUR TROOPS! . www.sofmag.com SOLD I ER C>F FORTUN E ~ JANUARY 2:007 

\. 



appears to be a line of 
hair that composes a 
single eyebrow, and is 
scowling as if this was 
an unpleasant place. 
Other than that, he is 

prettier than anyone in Recon. Here 
we go with the "feeling" thing again. 

Every Alabaman personally be­
lieves that he is the considered expert 
on firearms, horseflesh, hunting dogs, 
women, and, last but not least, "fight­
ing men." There is no sense arguing. I 
sigh in resignation, because the Mini 
Mac has already made up his mind 
that he is going to have a look-see. 

I'm leaning on the colonel's jeep 
smoking a cigar and picking my nose, 
when Chuckles rolls up with Billy. 
The two of them slither out, and I 
snap to attention and scream, "Good 
afternoon, Sir!" Then I whip him my 
best knife-edge salute. 

Manes scowls at me and snarls, 
"Get away from these fine young men 
you disgrace to the Wehrmacht. I ain't 
having you and the rest of that riffraff 
screwing up their standards before I 
can take them under my arm. Where 
is that Alabaman dog-robbing partner 
of yours? 

"And don't ever salute me in pub­
lic. I don't want anyone to know you 
belong to me." Waugh doesn't say 
anything, with good reason. Dracula 
is a day person compared to Billy, 
who has been surviving on adrenalin 
so long that his system could proba­
bly metabolize nerve gas as a vitamin 
supplement. Since we are on stand 
down, it is fairly likely that he also 
has enough Crown Royal in his blood­
stream on an average "off' day to kill 
a marine platoon. 

The head paper shuffler comes out 
and tells the newbies to go on down 
to the mess hall and get something to 
eat. Mac grabs two guys and the Rang­
er and says, "Why don't we give you 
a ride?" We walk over to the jeep that 
the sergeant major and Manes just 

arrived in. Ownership is 
a transient thing around 

here. We pile in and head 
for the mess hall. We get down 
there and let the new guys go 
in first. 

Mac drags me 
aside and says 
the new guy 
that he wants 
is named Cook. 
He also found 

out that Cook is 
supposed to go to B 
Company. "Do you want 
him on the team?" It doesn't 
matter what I'm going to say, he is 
already plotting on how to get him. 

We go inside, get some chow, and 
wander over to their table. We make 
chit chat for a bit before Mac asks 
Cook, "Are you coming to Recon?" 

Cook looks at him and says, ~'Fraid 
not. I'm assigned . to B Company. 
That's where the army is sending me 
and that's where I reckon they need 
me." 

God help us all, he sounds like a 
Ranger commercial. The boy is really 
intense. Mac kind of looks down like 
he's feeling sorry for him. I get it, and 
butt in, "Yeah? No bull. Geez, that's 
too bad." And then as if to emphasize 
my sympathy, I look down at my food. 
The other muffins are all ears. 

"What do you mean? Is B Compa­
ny a bad company?" Cook asks us, his 
face taking on an even more serious 
slant. 

Mac kind of rolls his eyes and says 
out the side of his mouth, "Well no, 
but they got chewed up pretty bad on 
that last operation. They lost quite a 
few Americans and a bunch of little 
people." He turns to me, and with 
choirboy innocence he asks, "Where 
was that, Nick?" 

I look up from my food and chew 
what I had just shoveled into my 
mouth before answering. "Up in the 
A Shau, I think. Yeah, they got mauled 
by an NV A regiment. Lucky any of the 
survivors made it out." I look over the 
faces of the new guys, and you can see 
that now all of them don't want to be 
in B Company, all except Cook who is 
showing not one wit of apprehension. 
Let's just see how uninterested you 
are my furry friend. 

"They will probably be done re­
cruiting new strikers, and with these 
new guys they should be almost up to 
strength." I look over at Cook, smile, 
and go back to my potatoes. 

"Yeah," Mac wheezes. "If they get a 

com­
plement of 

Americans they 
should be ready for 

that big operation with 
the ARVN army. It shouldn't be 

·too bad." The minute you say ARVN, 
everyone immediately cringes. This is 
because the normal ARVN Regiment 
needed a spine transplant. There were 
horror stories by the score about advi­
sor units being wiped out to a man, 
because of some ARVN perfidy. It was 
90 percent BS. Most ARVN units were 
hard chargers. There were a lot of 
crooks, VC sympathizers, and black­
guards, all generally with bad people 
skills in hopeless situations. But this 
is a war zone; Nobody is perfect. 

Cook is now a bit more interested 
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in a possible alternative, and begins wants to go to Recon, and we will do 
by asking just what it is that Recon the rest. We take Cook and the other 
does. We lie like a couple of snake oil two back up to the head shed just as 
merchants. We tell them we go out Manes and Billy are walking out. 
and sneak around like Roger's Rang- Cook starts to say something and 
ers and when we find the enemy in we give him the "not now" signal. 
enough concentration, well, we get He goes in and comes back in about 
extracted. But it is only after we are ten minutes and says with a smile, 
safely in the air that they put in those "Well guys, looks like I'm in Recon. 
poor guys from the Hatchet Compa- You know those guys asked me three 
nies to fix and hold the NVA until times ifl was sure that's where I want­
they can bring in enough air strikes to ed to go?" 
kill a bunch of them. Naturally, they Oh, I like this one, level-headed, 
take some horrendous losses though, good on the uptake, and almost as 
because they always have an ARYN stupid as we are. We take him down 
commander on the ground. to the club and introduce him around 

I put the icing on the cake by tell- as our new One-Two on RT Habu, buy 
ing the crowd that a bunch of those him a couple of beers and go over to 
guys have got two or three silver stars the Orderly Room. Actually, we stake 
already. Hard-core. I look them over. it out. When Manes and Billy come 
There are one or two medal hunt- out and head over to the mess hall, 
ers who are almost sexually excited we go in and grab Frenchy, hand him 
at the prospects of the "impossible Cook's packet and tell him, "Larry 
mission." I look at Cook. He has the said that the new guy, Cook, was 
pragmatic look of a survivor. "I'm supposed to be assigned to Habu. He 
glad I'm in Recon," I continue. "It's all will talk to him tomorrow." Frenchy 
stealth: get in, take a look, then get enters him on the morning report as 
out. In the Hatchet Companies, there being assigned to RT Habu, takes the 
are too many targets for the enemy to packet, and voila! Cookie is ours. By 
shoot at and you're bound to get hit the time Manes realizes we have a new 
by mistake, so they send them where guy on the team, it will be history. Be­
there are sure to be a hundred to one sides, we can probably convince him 
odds." that having a super soldier like this 

By the time we are done with our guy will probably rub off on us, for 
lunch we have Cook talked into com- the good of the Army and all that. You 
ing down to Recon. No sweat, we tell have to be careful with Larry; he has a 
him, we'll fix it with Lar- hair trigger with a stiff arm behind it 
ry, the. commander, and to make up for any supposed lapse in 
get you assigned to our ~~;~~::;,. his thought process. He is lovable and1 

team. Furthermore, we J cute if your taste runs to Tasmanian 
tell him that he only Devils as house pets. But he is, sigh, 
has to tell the head our commander. There isn't another 
shed he officer in the Army that would take 

this assignment. We are a careerist's 
nightmare. 

C> • 

Now you could say that we were 
deceitful, rather like the story of 

how I got bamboozled 
into Recon by Ber­
nie. However there 
is also the fact that 
Recon is supposed 
to be voluntary, 
but voluntary has 

many different 
shades. Can I help 

it if, in the wisdom 
of the Army, the 

Recon assign­
ments have 
become 

more of a question of will you stay af- · 
ter you get here, or be less in the eyes 
of your peers? 

When we get back to the club, 
the Cookie is looking at us like we 
just raped his baby sister. He is re­
ally scowling now, and he has several 

· empty cans in front of him. Shit. It is 
apparent that the rest of those lying, 
thieving, back-stabbing, don't-lose-a­
chance-to-inflict-misery assholes have 
told him the real story. 

We pull up to the table and he 
has that single eyebrow pulled down 
tight. He looks ·at us and slides his 
chair back while standing up and ball­
ing up his fists. We don't even get a 
chance to try and put the ether mask 
of lies on him. The fight is on. He 
packs a punch like a mule that hasn't 
been laid in two frosts and suddenly 
sights the widow's mare. He not only 
knocks the piss out of both of us for a 
while, but a couple of others as well. 
While he is busy with them, we pistol­
whip him and he goes down. This boy 
might just be handy in the A Shau. An 
hour later we are pouring whiskey on 
each other's scrapes and loose teeth, 
and Cookie is officially ours. He is so 
serious, though. We are going to have 
fun with this one; he is the perfect 
straight man for our act. 

We start to take him over to meet 
the team, but I suggest we shave him 
first, lest the Yards mistake him for 
a rock ape and try to cook him. We 
stumble into their hut and introduce 
them to him. After ~e see that he is 
comfortable with them, and they are 
with him, we start back to the club. It 
is already dark out. 

When we get back to the club we 
stagger through the door. I am last and 
as I come in something that feels like 
a slab of bacon slaps me in the side, 
and then sausage-like fingers grab me 
from behind. Either a gorilla has es­
caped from the zoo or it is Manes. I 
hope it is a gorilla. 

"Whazzish that fugging frog tells 
me you got a cook on Habu, my man?" 
Oh just perfect, Frenchy has mistaken 
Cook, the name, for cook, the occupa­
tion. That idiot could screw up a dirt 
casserole. And, to make it better, our 
illustrious leader is more than half in 
the bag. 

"Oh?" I smile blandly. 
"Anybody going to get a cook 

around here as his personal chef 
it's gonna be the Commander. That 
would be me, to you degenerates." He 
shakes me like a rat terrier to empha­
size his point. 
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I see the Combat Pygmy, Mac, 
grinning like a boar coon at my dis­
comfort. I am getting ready to put his 
tallywacker in a vise with Manes by 
blaming it all on him when I hear the 
Cook yell out, "Hey Mac! Who's that 
sawed off, little, ugly, water buffalo­
looking, POS that has our One-One? 
Tell him to let loose, or I'm going to 
kick him so hard in that wide ass of 
his that his breath is going to smell 
like Kiwi." Cookie is moving through 
the crowd, which is parting like the 
Red Sea for Moses. Manes has a 
shocked, then pleased look that suf­
fuses into pure malevolence as Cook 
comes into sight. Mac intercepts 
Cook, and hog rushes him out the 
side door leaving me alone, ensnared 
in the Midget's ham-like paw. That's 
right you ingrate! Save the new guy. 
Don't give a rat's ass for the guy who 
has been saving your ass for the last 
four months. 

I keep waiting for Larry to let go of 
my shirt. At least then I could get to 
my Luger. Perhaps if I wound him I 
could make it back to the hootch and 
get some dwarf-killing heavy stuff and 
finish him off. But now he is in the 
conciliatory stage. He drags me over 
to the bar and gets two drinks, one 
for him and one for him, looks at me 
and says, "You know I do everything 
for you degenerates. Why would you 
want to steal my cook?" ~ 

Read the rest of Nick Brokhausen's 
We Few, available at www.realwar­
stories.com - or catch the final ex­
cerpt in next month's SOF. 

We Few by Nick Brokhausen is available from 
Real War Stories, P.O. Box 1125, St. Ann, MO 
63074; on the web at www.realwarstories.com 
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need. There were items lacking- such 
as a laryngoscope and various other 
odds and ends-but that is the fate of 
a remote medic, he has to be able to 
make do with what he has available 
and to improvise for 
what he does not 
have. Life in these 
remote camps can be 
monotonous, but at 
times quite interest­
ing. 

On one assign­
ment, while at Mel­
lit, I accompanied a 
patrol to the MOG 
site at Mallia , a day's 
drive to the north of 
us. The plan was for 
a patrol from Mellit 
to meet halfway with 
one from Malha; I 
would just change 
vehicles and carry on 
to Malha. The main 
function of these pa­
trols is to monitor 
and gather intelli­
gence on the strengths and movement 
of the various forces in the area. In 
addition, it is also a kind of hearts­
and-minds mission intended to build 
confidence and rapport with the local 
population. 

As the whole area between Mellit 
and Malha is controlled by the SLA, 
we were going to meet with them at 
the various area checkpoints they 
had established. At the first village of 
Madu we did not see many fighters 

just a few old men and young boys, 
but at Saiyia, the halfway point where 
we met the other patrol, there was a 
full company of SLA fighters at the 
checkpoint. 

Why Men Fight 
These men were friendly and wel­

comed us with open arms, yet we 
were always aware that things can 
change in the blink of an eye and 
turn violent. Talking 
to them through what 
little Arabic you have 
picked up, and by using 

I 
www.s ofmag.com 

an interpreter whose English is little 
better than your Arabic, you find out 
why they joined the SLA. The stories 
are the same: "they (the Government 
of Sudan) and the Janjawid (Warriors 

had. Everything. 

on horseback - gov­
ernment supported 
militia) attacked our 
village, raped the 
women and killed 
the men including 
my father," "they 
(GOS and the Janja­
wid) stole our cattle, 
sheep and camels and 
burned our crops, we 
had nothing left. " In 
a land where plenty 
consists of a cup of 
sorghum, a donkey 
and some rags, these 
people have often lost 
far less than what the 
average household in 
the USA throws out 
in the trash every 
day, and yet this tiny 
amount is all they 

When these men found out that I 
was a medic I got mobbed like a ce­
lebrity and found myself intensely 
occupied for a few hours sorting out 
their aches and pains as best I could. 

Most of my patients had malaria, 
diarrhea or intestinal worms. 
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Others had a variety of eye and skin 
infections while only a few had gun­
shot wounds. While treating these 
conditions I noticed some men stand­
ing talking with a young boy of about 
12. Later, after I had finished with my 
patients, I saw him again and asked 
one of the SLA officers about him. It 
seems that his parents were slaugh­
tered in a government attack on their 
village and he has sworn to avenge 
them and joined the SLA to carry out 
his new mission in life. This is the sad 
story of so many of these people. 

Just driving in these parts is an 
adventure in itself. There are no real 
roads and what is referred to as a 
"road" is generally nothing more than 
a wide corridor where you choose your 
own route as you go. This is mostly as 
pure to cross-country off-road driving 
as one could wish for. You navigate by 
map and compass, or GPS for those 
lucky enough to have one, and dig 
the vehicle out of soft sand, or mud 
in the rainy season, and have no real 
scheduled time for the duration of a 
trip. Everything is based on: "it takes 
approximately .. . long" or as it is ex­
pressed in the local lingo "lnsha'Allah 
(If God wills) you will get there!" 

Everyman's Silent Killer 
One of the potential problems 

encountered driving in Darfur is the 
sloppy use of landmines by the vari­
ous warring factions. These are placed 
indiscriminately and the locations are 
not mapped. There are also, in North 
Darfur, landmine fields left over from 
the Second World War. To exacerbate 
this situation, the African Union forc­
es have very little in the line of mod­
ern landmine detection capability and 
it is only the South African contingent 
that has such gear. The Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal units from the 
other countries' contingents still rely 
on the manual landmine probe to find 
mines. Taking the huge area involved 
in to account it is, to all intents and 
purposes, impossible to actually find 
any mines laid in roadways and other 
areas unless you have specific infor­
mation as to the possible location of 
such mines. 

One such landmine took the lives 
of two men from a Non-Governmental 
Organization (NGO) operating near 
Tine in Western Darfur, when they 
were returning to their base with a 
truckload of food. Another landmine 

was reported to the African Union 
by a representative of the SLA. This 
landmine, a Russian TM-57 anti-tank, 
was eventually found on a sandy road 
between the towns of Mellit and Ku­
tum. This road was frequently used 
by AMIS patrols and it was thus just a 
question of time before some unlucky 
driver detonated it. This landmine 
was found, lifted and then disposed 
of by the South African EOD detach­
ment. I must also add that in 130°F 
heat it is uncomfortable enough just 
watching the proceedings, but lying 
in the blazing sun working steadily 
on a mine -- which may or may not be 
booby-trapped -- definitely becomes a 
chore. 

The list of unexploded ordnance 
lying around is much longer and in­
cludes various PG-7 rocket grenades, 
hand grenades, ammunition of all 
kinds, and air-to-ground rocket dis­
pensers and their flechette-loaded 
rockets. The sheer number of these 
items lying around ensures that the 
EOD chaps are kept on their toes 
and are constantly busy somewhere 
in the area of operations all the time. 
Most of this ordnance originated from 
GOS attacks on the SLA or on local 
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villages. These were generally duds 
of some kind or other and it is not 
unknown for PG-7 rocket-propelled 
grenades to get stuck in soft sand and 
fail to explode. 

lnjuly 2005 , while I was stationed 
in Mellit, the local SLA cadre captured 
a GOS water tanker and hid out in the 
village of Greida a couple of kilome­
ters south of our camp. That evening 
one could hear the gunfire and see 
the flashes as the GOS attacked the 
village in retaliation for the so-called 
theft. The net result was one SLA 
soldier and an 11-year-old village girl 
killed, and 11 PG-7 dud grenades ly­
ing around the village. 

Dealing With the Duds and the Dead 
I was tasked to accompany the 

EOD chaps as standby medic. At the 
village we found that the villagers had 
picked up and neatly stacked all the 
grenades in a heap next to a thorn­
branch livestock enclosure right in 
the center of what was left of the vil­
lage. Gingerly the EOD Staff Sergeant 
removed the thorn-branches piled on 
top of the grenades and the troops 
started to fill sandbags, which would 
later be used as a buffer to contain the 

blast. 
In the mean­

time the EOD 
Lieutenant and 
another ser­
geant started on 
preparing the 
plastic explo­
sive demolition 
charge, carefully 
molding it to fit 
on the grenades. 
As soon as the 
sandbag wall 
had reached 
two levels high 
the det cord 
was run out and 
pulled through 
tiny gaps in 

inves tiga ti on 
team, I visited 
what passes for 
the local hos­
pital in Mellit. 
There the team 
interviewed 
the parents 
and family of 
the little girl 
as well as the 
hospital staff 
regarding the 
incident and, 
off course, to 
check that she 
was really dead 
as reported. 
In these kinds An SLA child soldier, a 12-year-old boy, carrying an 

AKMS 7.62x39 at Mado. 
of operations 

accurate fact-finding is crucial as it 
prevents future come-backs regarding 
reports on incidents. Nevertheless , 
I will never forget the sight of that 
little 11-year-old girl lying all tattered 
and lifeless on the dirty hospital bed 
where her parents had brought her in 
the hope that it was not yet too late. 

the wall. Now the troops' work really 
started as they built a huge pyramid 
around and over the ordnance. Soon 
it was time for everyone to retreat to a 
safe distance and the initiating device 
was set. From the hill overlooking the 
village we watched as the sandbag 
pyramid erupted with a thunderclap 
into a dense black cloud drifting over 
the landscape. 

Afterward, as part of the AMIS 

But like it is for so many of the 
young people of this troubled region, 
it already was too late. ~ 
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Sometimes, it's just a simple case 
of a "man's got to do, what a man's 
got to do. " And I decided last fall, 
that it was time for me to whack a 
brown bear, which, hands down is 
the nastiest, most dangerous game 
on the continent. I'd been hunting, 
with no luck for a Brownie back in 
'98 and had got a taste , sour at that, 
of tromping through the tundra 
muck in rubber boots. Been there, 
done that. So I told Jim West, the 
innovative proprietor of Wild West 

.._ Brown wears a insulated, parka liner and 
desert camo parka from Wiggy's and toted all 
his gear in this top-of-the-line, carry everything, 
all the time Extended Mission Ruck from Kifaru, 
which has 7500 cubic inch carrying capacity. 
West holds one of his monstrous Wolverine .454 
Casull revolvers (modified Ruger) that I recom­
mend shooting only when the brownie has your 
thigh in his mouth. He holds the versatile Camel 
Bak pack and hydration system, which kept one 
hydrated, and functioning. 

~ Brown, who believes in getting up at the 
"crack of noon" tor elk hunting, plays lazy and 
scopes the northwestern Colorado countryside 
tor the elusive elk with a pair of Bushnell 10x42 
binoculars. He has a Bushnell range finder and 
is carrying a Springfield Armory SOCOM .308. 
Brown brags that only SOF publishes photos 
of "black" guns being used tor hunting game. 
Behind him is a Kifaru eight man tipi that only 
weighs 7 lbs. 9 ozs. 
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Guns and my guide to be that I 
wanted no more of this stomp in 
the muck crap. 

His solution was a 24 foot, alu­
minum-hulled, flat bottom river­
boat from which we would leisurely 
cruise and shoot - hopefully. Which 
we did for a week until it was show 
time. One round from one of West's 
custom take down CoPilot lever ac­
tion .457 thunked into the bear's 
neck bone and that was that. The 
"thunking" was done by a 350 grain 
slug that skittered along at 2220 
fps. West backed me up with a Wild 
West Guns .50 Alaska that pumped 
a 450 grain slug along at 2050 fps. 
Both guns are scoped with Leupold 
Scout scopes. I'm wearing a pair of 
Revision sunglasses, in case any­
body is interested. The inserted 
photos were taken in Alaska and at 
last year's elk camp. '9{' 

... Ryan Wilson provided SOF with a handy­
dandy, a/I-purpose knife, nine inches long with a 
four-inch blade which got an all around workout 
at elk camp.It weighs 8 oz., has a hardness of RC 
59-60, blade thickness is 5/32" and has grips of 
Desert Ironwood. Truly a joy to use. 

CONTACTS 
Bushnell Outdoor Products 
9200 Cody 
Overland Park, KS 66214-1734 
www.bushnell.com 

Camelbak Products, LLC 
1310 Redwood Way, Suite C 
Petaluma, CA 94954 
www.camelbak.com 

Kifaru International 
4894 VanGordon St., 
Wheatridge, CO 80033 
www.kifaru.net 

Springfield Armory 
420 W Main St., 
Geneseo, IL 61254-1571 
www.springfield-armory.com 

Wild West Guns 
7100 Homer Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99518 
www.wildwestguns.com 

Wiggy's Inc. 
P.O. Box 2124 
Grand Junction 
Colorado 81502 
www.wiggys.com 

Wilson Tactical 
3989 Hwy 62 West 
Berryville, AR 72616 
www.wilsontactical.com 

West, who sold Brown two of his nifty takedown 
rifles, ranges in on a distant bear with one of 
Bushnell's Elite Range Finders. West said, "I 
never go hunting without this tool. With it, I don't 
have to worry about judging distances. " 
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Last month we asked two U. S. he­
roes and Border Patrol pros, former 
Border Patrol Chief William Carter 
and 30-year Texas Ranger veteran]oa­
quin]ackson, what they thought of the 
new 'virtual fence' that is being built at 
the Southern Border. 

We then asked them what they 
thought of the deployment of the Na­
tional Guard at the Mexican border, 
and whether the efforts to secure the 
frontier were political hype, or whether 
we could even secure the border. 

Operation Jumpstart 
Many of our National Guard troops 

are in the war zone in the Iraqi and Af­
ghan deserts, and others are on desert 
patrol along the drug and illegal im­
migration war zone along the Califor­
nia, Arizona, Texas and New Mexico 
desert border. The temperatures soar 
to 110 degrees and the intruders try 
to sneak across the border 24-7. 

In May, the Bush Administration 
ordered 6,000 National Guard troops 
to back up the undermanned Border 
Patrol. 

The troops come from all around 
the country to fly surveillance aircraft, 
build fences, and monitor the borders. 
They cannot apprehend the illegals 
that they spot, but they give the heads 
up to any Border Patrol agent in the 
vicinity of the sightings. The National 
Guard troops are ordered not to touch 

the illegals. The Ml6s they carry are 
only for self-defense against armed 
bandits and drug-and-people smug­
glers. Since the stakes are higher for 
traffickers, the thugs are charging 
more for smuggling laborers and pre­
paring for violent encounters with the 
border agents. 

Go National Guardl 
Both Chief Carter and Ranger Jack­

son give thumbs up to the deployment 
of the National Guard. 

"The National Guard is a good 
thing until the Border Patrol builds 
up," former Border Patrol Chief Wil­
liam Car ter told us. 

"Illegal immigration has dimin­
ished since they have been ordered to 
the border. 

"When I left the Border Patrol 
in 2002, we had over 9,000 agents, 
and by 9-11 probably 11,000," Chief 

Carter said. "Even with the addition 
of 6,000 more agents since 9-11, to 
make a total of 17,000, the Border Pa­
trol is still undermanned." 

"You have to know how adding 
new agents really works. You can 
make these statistics work any way 
you want. The Border Patrol hired 
enough agents to double in size, but 
if they hired, it doesn't mean that he 
or she got through the process. When 
you look at the statistics, say we hired 
2,000, for example, the man or wom­
an on the street thinks you've been 
enhanced by 2,000, but, no, you may 
have only been enhanced by 300 that 
actually became full time officers. 

"When Congress passes whatever 
immigration reform it passes, the 
Congress needs to pay close atten­
tion to implementation and needs to 
provide the resources necessary--the 
almighty dollar required. If Congress 
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says lets add 6,000 new Border Patrol 
agents over the next 24 months, Con­
gress needs to provide funding to re­
cmit, hire, and train those individuals 
and to place them at a location on the 
immediate border. 

"The Department of Homeland Se­
curity has to buy all the equipment, 
from uniforms to badges, more gas, 
more vehicles, more space in a sta­
tion, which may mean construction to 
house the agent. They've got to give 
them a locker room. Everything needs 
to be provided. 

"You put 100 agents in a station 
equipped for 50, you've got a problem. 
If they say in October they are going 
to add 6,000 agents, they are not ever 
going to fund you 100 per cent in 
2006. When I say you need funding, I 
don't mean you need all of the funding 
in October if you are not hiring until 
July or August. It's done in increments 

number of agents you're going to 
hire that year. But when you hear 
6,000 agents are going to be added, 
you think it is immediate. It can take 
several years, and won't even happen 
at all if the funding isn't available," 
Chief Carter spoke from years of ex­
perience. 

The Homeland Security Fiasco 
"The biggest mistake made was au­

thorizing Homeland Security to take 
over customs and Border Patrol," 
former Texas Ranger Joaquin Jack­
son said. "The Border Patrol needs to 
be given back more security control. 
Those politicians sitting in Washing-
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A California National Guard Soldier assigned as a range-safety officer for the U.S. Border Patrol at the San Diego Sector Small Firearms Range monitors 
weapons qualification in July. The Citizen-Soldier is not identified because of security reasons. The National Guard is supporting the Border Patrol during 
Operation Jump Start. This photo appeared on www.army.mil. 

ton can't provide security from up 
there." 

"Homeland Security was a knee 
jerk reaction to a devastating time," 
Chief Carter said, "if you had given 
to Customs and Border Patrol the re­
sources and given those agencies that 
money, they would have been much 
better off. 

"If they had done that, Border Pa­
trol might be up to 15,000 agents al­
ready," Ranger Jackson said. 

"I talk to those agents all the time. 
Now they have special orders from 
Immigration and Custom Enforce­
ment (ICE). The plainclothesmen and 
anti-smuggling agents are now under 
the control of Customs, not Border 
Patrol. They have to do what Customs 
tells them to do. The plain-clothes 
agents should be back and Border Pa­
trol aircraft should be under Border 
Patrol control. 

"Take the case of Clay Tippet who 
captured a whole truckload of dope 
in a helicopter, on a loudspeaker. The 
Border Patrol was there when the 
druggies hit the ground. 

"They need to put Border Patrol 
back, they have done one hell of a 
job over the years. When I was in the 
Rangers, our best support, and for me 
personally, was the Border Patrol. If 
we had a crime scene, they would seal 
off that crime scene, help you track 

and help you capture. 

Mexican Thugs and The 
Big Bend Mindless Murders 

Jackson took on the responsibility 
of tracking down the murderers of 
two Americans in Big Bend's Colo­
rado Canyon in 1988. All clues lead 
to Mexican Nationals as the murder­
ers of the Americans they didn't even 
know. 

"If not for the Border Patrol, I 
would have never cracked that case," 
he recalled. 

"Those of us who spent the day on 
the river went to work on the crime 
scene, piecing the event together 
to see if it made any sense," Ranger 
Jackson wrote in his exciting adven­
ture filled, nonfiction biography, One 
Ranger. 

"There was a swarm of good offi­
cers working the scene, but I found 
myself leaning most on Border Patrol 
agent Wayne Weimers, who, among 
other talents, had developed an ex­
tensive intelligence network in Mex­
ico, and an ex-DPS narcotics officer 
turned U.S. Customs agent Bill Fort, 
who knew how to make use of the for­
midable federal resources, including 
snitch money to spread around if it 
came to that. 

"I asked Chief Ruston if we could 
set up a roadblock and block it off on 

both sides of the U.S. and Mexican 
border for 10 days to try to track the 
murderous dope smugglers," Chief 
Jackson told us. On the 8t11 day of the 
blockade, three anonymous inform­
ers phoned the Border Patrol, naming 
the four murderous Mexican sons of 
bitches and telling us where we might 
find one suspect who crnssed the river 
each night." 

The Rangers and Border Patrol 
flew a helo over the suspect houses 10 
days after the shootings and snatched 
the killers. 

We Can Secure the Hertler 
We asked whether we could secure 

the border if 6,000 additional agents 
were on location over the next two 
years, although the likelihood sound­
ed grim. 

Chief Carter, the skilled Washing­
ton 10bbyist, presented likely possi­
bilities, while the rugged, hands on 
Texas Ranger prefers Rambo style 
tactics. 

"No one can answer that. We can 
secure the border, but with the De­
partment of Homeland Security in 
charge, we can probably talk about 
securing certain elements of the bor­
der," Chief Carter said. 

"Not without help from Mexico," 
Ranger Jackson stressed in his force­
ful manner. 
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"We have to wait until after those 
agents are on board," Chief Carter 
continued, "But what is the definition 
of securing the borders? Making sure 
that zero illegals come in, or is five 
percent acceptable? Someone has to 
define what the definition of securing 
the border is. My definition is 100 per 
cent. There is no room for anyone to 
get across. My definition may be dif­
ferent than anyone else's. Do you de­
ter everybody or allow 5% or 10%. We 
don't know what securing the border 
is. The Border Patrol chief may say 
80 or 90% apprehensions are enough. 
Someone has to decide what securing 
the border is. 

It's Inland Where the 
Mischief Takes Place 

"Then we have to talk about in­
terior border enforcement. We have 
no interior enforcement. There is no 
Border Patrol presence in the United 
States much beyond the border. 

"No one takes over where the 
Border Patrol duties end. On paper, 
a special agent takes over. But those 
agents will not check construction 
sites or somebody irrigating a field. 
It's just not something they do. Case 
management work is their mandate. 
Take California's biggest agricultural 
basin, the San Joaquin Valley. Cus­
toms and Border Patrol will never ap­
prehend any illegal alien working in 
that valley. 

We've got technology in place. 
Does it take a fence, an electronic one 
or a steel one, I don't know. Certainly 
you need lowlight television infrared 
sensors, night vision equipment, un­
manned aerial on the immediate bor-

der. 
"Then you need to find the level of 

manpower you need-to determine 
and use even more than the number 
of agents thought to be needed to se­
cure areas in between ports of entry. 
Then you increase apprehensions. 
Once you've gained control of border 
through an increase in agent power, 
through technology assistance from 
the military, you need to move to the 
ports of entry sufficient resources so 
you don't have people running down 
through the ports of entry like San Di­
ego in the 1990s. 

'Then you have to have interior 
enforcement. The alien may be legal 
when coming through the port of 
entry. He or she could be a B2-visa 
holding visitor who said he or she are 
going to Disney Land, or he or she 
may go to Chicago on a student visa. 
The tourist or student may violate the 
visa. You need interior enforcement 
both in agriculture and technology. 

Catch Those Cheating Employers 
"You've got to have employer sanc­

tions. You need to enforce the major 
provisions of the laws that make it 
illegal to hire illegal immigrants. 
We've passed the law during the Rea­
gan Administration, but hardly ever 
enforced it. The laws have to be en­
forced both by immigration and the 
special agents. 

You've got an individual who 
works at a restaurant in Milwaukee. 
He decides, 'I'm going back to Mexico 
for the holidays'. He is smuggled back 
to the United States through Presi­
dio. The Border Patrol is in control of 
the area. An agent stops the vehicle, 

Spc. Greg Knauff, from the Arizona Army National Guard, welds a piece of metal over a hole in the 
fence along U.S./Mexico border near San Luis, Ariz. This photo appeared on www.army.mil. 

knowing that he's being smuggled, 
and determines that he is an illegal 
alien. 

"He takes him into an office, and 
asks him 'where are you headed?' 

"'Oh no! no! no! Ten guys and I 
work at such and such a restaurant in 
Milwaukee', he may answer. The agent 
may find a pay stub if he doesn't talk. 
Under ideal circumstances, what we 
used to do through Intel in that sec­
tor where he is heading, is contact an 
investigator there. The special agent 
in Milwaukee contacts the restaurant 
and conducts an 1-9 audit of your res­
taurant. He gives them a couple weeks 
by law to gather all info. He walks in 
and does an audit. 

"I want to talk to the 10 guys. The 
restaurant admits it hires 10 illegal 
aliens. With cooperation and a first 
time offense, the restaurant owner 
may be given a reprimand. 

"The point is, those special agents 
were critical to the Border Patrol. 
They need to be brought back." 

Forget the Talk, let's Take Action 
Ranger Jackson blames the "all 

talk and no action" political approach 
for much of the illegal immigration 
problem. 

"The U.S. can put as many people 
as you want on that border, but you 
got to get tough. Bush says its impos­
sible to pile up 12 million people and 
send them back, but you can surely 
make a dent," Ranger Jackson, always 
the man of action, said. 

"I don't think you need to send 
them back," Chief Carter, true to his 
years of diplomacy in Washington, 
countered. "They will attrit them­
selves when you control the border 
and back it up with interior enforce­
ment and employer sanctions with 
teeth in them. 

"One would go to Chicago, and 
would not be able to find a job. That's 
what brings them to the United States. 
If you can't find a job, you go back 
home. If you put teeth in employer 
sanctions, sure it will have an impact 
on the economy. But I don't know any 
jobs American citizen won't take if 
you pay a decent wage." 

"If you pay a decent wage to in­
dividuals, you will get Americans to 
work. You got to pay to play. Yeah, 
it's going to cost us more for those 
strawberries for you to secure your 
border," Chief Carter said. "There is 
going to be immigration reform. I'm 
convinced of that. They will come up 
with something that the president will 
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sign. I do know we can reduce illegal 
immigrants and secure the borders. 

Neither the Chief nor the Ranger 
were very worried about the threats 
that Nationalistic Mexicans wanted 
the four southern border states back. 

It's All About the Mighty Dollar 
"Its about the green back. Over 

$68 billion a year is going from here 
into Mexico," Ranger Jackson called 
the bottom line. 

Chief Carter dismissed the warn­
ings as well. 

"I think that danger of the AZA­
LAN activists , those that claim that 
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and 
California belonged to Mexico, who 
say that's their country and they want 
it back, isn't that big of a threat. Once 
you secure the borders 100 percent, 
cut down this drug flow, and the 60-
100 billion dollars a year going down 
south, you shut that off. What is go­
ing to happen if you shut it off? It will 
throw us into a depression. It's cash 
flow that gets channeled back here," 
Chief Carter reflected. 

"It's going to take tough diploma­
cy," Ranger Jackson insisted. "You're 
going to have to tell Mexico, 'you're 
going to help us or we're going to cut 
you off'. One counselor said, "The Na­
tional Guard is going to station right 
on the river. They are going to be the 
eyes and ears of the Border Patrol. 
But you're going to have to get some 
cooperation from Mexico." 

"You stop the illegal aliens and 
dope. You open a Swiss bank account 
for the most powerful SOB in Mexico. 
That may be the Generals. They con­
trol everything, but also get paid by 
the cartels. You got to pay that Gen­
eral more money than the cartels. 
You need to put 25 to 50 million in 
a Swiss bank account, then tell them 
that for every illegal or doper, were 
going to deduct from the account. 
Maybe, $250,000 for any load of dope 
There wouldn't be a piss ant taking 
drugs out. There wouldn't be five, six, 
seven illegals coming across. Those 
generals would take care of the cartels 
and anything else," the Texas cowboy 
said. 

You got to love the Texas Ranger 
mentality, and you got to respect the 
Border Patrol restraint. ~ 

Dr. Martin Brass is an international 
lawyer and longtime SOF contributor. 

TAKE A VISIT TO THE WILD SOUTHWEST WITH A TEXAS RANGER "The folks who might want to buy a copy of 'One Ranger' can do so through me on the internet, at 
www.oneranger.org, they can get a personal autographed copy and use a credit card to order. Books are $28.00 which includes shipping," -Joaquin Jackson. 

If you have to ask 
Who? 

R.J. Godlewski /god less key/ n. la novelist lb 
author of The Gatestrian Knights 2 
counte1terrorism advocate and author 3 patiiot 4 
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THE GATESTRIAN KNIGHTS (Jason Task series #1) 
Hardcover fiction 1-59682-064-0, 224 pages 

Devastated by the loss of his wife, Jason Task has spent thirteen years creating 
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Extractions, Ltd., a business entity whose sole purpose is to rescue endangered 

individuals from the clutches of tyranny. Fully understanding the global reach 

of evil, he has decided that the time has come to launch a.full-scale assault on 

those who choose to deliberately destroy innocent human lives. H e has the 

resources. He has the motivation. Now he has the attitude ... 

Read an excerpt ofR.J. Godlewski's action/adventure series at: 
http ://writers. fu ltus.com/god lewski/ebooksffhe_ Gatestrian_Kn ights. pelf 
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by Officer James J . Fotis (Ret.) , Executive Director, LEAA 

Bie City Chiels Rnnnine lrom 
111eea1 Alien Crisis! 

This past September, a Hous­
ton police officer was gunned 
down by an illegal alien who had 
already been deported once for 
indecent liberties with a child. 
The illegal alien murdered po­
lice officer Rodney Johnson by 
shooting the officer in the head 
four times. 

After the shooting, Houston Police 
Chief Harold Hurtt blamed the federal 
government, saying the feds failed to 
secure the border. But just a couple 
of months before Officer Johnson was 
gunned down, Chief Hurtt was relaxing 
in the beautiful ski resort of Sun Valley 
Idaho, as he and other cronies from the 
liberal "Major Cities Chiefs Association," 
were meeting to discuss what role local 
law enforcement should play in combat­
ing illegal immigration. 

It seems that blaming the feds is noth­
ing new to Chief Johnson. At the Sun 
Valley soiree, the Chiefs put together an 
immigration policy for Congress and the 
President. Chief Johnson is the President 
of the Major Cities Chiefs Association 
and their immigration policy document 
can be found on the taxpayer funded web­
site of the Houston Police Department1

• 

Not surprisingly, that policy claimed that 
illegal immigration is a problem for the 
feds, and that local police chiefs should 
run and hide. The excuse that the lib­
eral Chief's associaiton offered included 
the suggestion that immigration laws are 
"very complex" and taking the time to 
train their officers how to enforce the law 
would detract from the core mission of 
public safety. 

Perhaps these Chiefs came down with 
some altitude sickness up there in the 
beautiful mountains of Idaho (they sup­
port gun control as crime control, too). 
Maybe a lack of oxygen to their brains 
would explain how they could come up 
with the notion that police officers should 
only enforce the simple laws, or that tak­
ing the time to train their officers detracts 
from public safety. 

The Major Cities Chiefs proposal 
is plain cowardice, pure and simple. 
Illegal immigration, like any other 
crime, is not a problem that can be 

solved by running the other direction and 
sticking the Chiefs' heads in the sand. If 
Chief Hurtt took time off from his Sun 
Valley get-togethers long enough to get in 
a patrol car and see the communities he 
pledges to protect, imagine what would 
happen if he pulled over Osama Bin Lad­
en for speeding ... I guess he'd let Osama 
off with a ticket, since those terrorism 
laws are awfully complex and arresting 
him might upset the 'community oriented 
policing' goals. 

LEAA has long been on record point­
ing out that the feds certainly need to 
do a better job at securing our borders 
and supporting local law enforcement in 
combating illegal immigration. Local law 
enforcement shouldn't be stuck with the 
bill for getting the job done, and the feds 
should fully fund the programs neces­
sary for training and support of local law 
enforcement actions in this area. But no 
matter what the feds do, the big city chiefs 
have an obligation to uphold the law and 
keep their communities safe rather than 
supporting gun control and taking a soft­
on-crime approach to policing. In cities 
like Los Angeles, where studies show the 
majority of outstanding felony warrants 
are for illegal aliens, ignoring the illegal 
immigration issue is a threat to public 
safety. ){( 

LEAA is a national, non-profit asso­
ciation of over 75,000 members and sup­
porters. Unlilie other police-based groups 
LEAA's membership is open equally to law 
enforcement, crime victims AND pro-law 
enforcement citizens wl10 support the Sec­
ond Amendment. For more information, or 
to join in the fight, please go to www.leaa. 
org 
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''I Gave Up Weight Training to follow a 
top secret 15-minutes per day routine of 

bodyweight exercises and ... 

I Got Into The Best Shape 
of My Life in Record 
Time ... You Can, Too'' 

By Matt Furey 

Best-selling author of Combat Conditioning 

I was the t0tal skeptic. Nor only had I lifted weighrs and 
run long distance for years, but I had major success under my 
belt, including a world kung fu championship and a national 
collegiate wrestling title. 

So I just didn't want to believe what Karl, a 76-year old 
man mid me about exercising WITHOUT weights ... and 
W1THOUT long-distance running. 

Most importantly, I didn't want t0 hear chat a good exercise 
program only rook a few minutes. Hate tO admit it, but I was 
addicted t0 the "hard work or nothing" mentality and refused 
t0 believe you could get int0 rhe best shape of your life by doing 
LESS ... nor more. 

Ler me tell you, when I looked at this so-called "old man's" 
physique and watched him demonstrate his exercises, I could 
nor look the other way. I had t0 check them out for myself, 
even if it meant saying, "Okay, I've wasted a lot of cime doing 
it the wrong way." 

What I discovered shocked me &om head to toe! 

Before I mer Karl I THOUGHT I was strong. I thought I 
was rough. But che exercises he gave me exploited every weak­
ness that weights and running could nor cover, In a matter of 
minutes, I knew Karl "had me." 

So I gave up the weights and began a routine of bodyweight 
calisthenics called Combat Co11ditio11ing. Afterall, when a man 
of 76 can do ch.in gs cl1ac a 36-year old can nor do, that cells you 
that "Yes, there's gold in chem there hills." 

The exercises l learned had such a profound and dran1atic 
effect on me, that for six years l have been introducing men and 
women of all ages and of all backgrounds to this extraordinary 
program - and the results are shocking, awe-inspiring and 
PROOF that this system works, and works FAST. 

Who is Combat Conditioning for? 

It's for the hard-working man or woman who often finds it 
difficult co squeeze in a quick workout. 

h's for the traveling executive who sleeps in hotel rooms 
more rhan ar home. 

It's for chose who have trained their whole lives on weights. 
It's for athletes, martial artists and the military. 
And .. IT'S FOR the man or woman who hasn't done a 

lick of exercise in decades. 

Even One Minute a Day Brings Results! 

Unlike ocher exercise program where you are cold you 
MUST do 30 minutes of cardio per day and an hour of 
weights, t0 get results, Combat Conditioning is totally differ­
ent. 15 minutes is all it rakes to whoop the hard-core trainee. 
But for the tOtal beginner, he or she can get results srafling with 
0 LY one minute a day. And no, chis is nor a joke. 

Time is not the issue! 

Matt Furey 
won a nalional collegiace wrescling ride in 
1985 and a world shuai-chiao kung fu 
ch:unpionship in 1997. Furey has a knack 
for raking rhe ave<age and ordinary person 
and transfonning him wich his powerful pro­
grams. Furey was inducted into the Edinboro 
University A<hletic Hall of Fame in 1998 
and spends much rime each year uaveling 

rhroughour rhe world, s<arching for rhe very best informacion avail­
able ro his world-wide audience. His website, www.mattfurey.com1 

is one of rhc fines[ in rhe world, giving valuable information i:har 
changes ~ves. 

Forget all those workouts that take all day. With Combat 
Conditioning, all that's required is your own body and a 
ciny "get started NOW" decision t0 DO a little something 
each day. 

The key to your success is in rhe magical, transformacive 
power of these exercises - not in your belief system about hard 
work. For many people, just one rep is all they can do at first, 
and they're shaking like a leaf on a windy day in Chicago. And 
so, chat's all rhar person should do at first. Even if you think 
you're not doing enou7h - the exercises work their magic any­
way. Your body has its own intelligence and will work FOR 
YOU if you'll simply get out of che way and let it. 

When you do, pretty soon you'll be 1he type ofrerson who 
can do 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64 or 128 repetitions and fee no fucigue. 
Instead of tiredness you'll feel exhilaration and ENERGY. 
You're building screngtl1 and endurance from the lNSIDE­
OUT. And believe me, once you can do more than a few reps, 
inches of unsightly fut and pounds of excess flab will fly off 
your body at break-neck speed. 

New Results &om Forgotten Exercises 

Are <he exercises in Combat Co11ditio11i11g NEW? Well, not 
really. They go back about 5,000 years - but for die mosc part, 
they got lost in the shuffie when weights, gadgets and gyms 
came around. So although they aren't NEW, they're "New to 
YOU!" 

Before l learned these exercises, I read about the Great Gama 
of India, a wrestler who followed cl1is program and was unbeat­
en in 5,000 matches. I also read that the legendary Bruce Lee 
did chese exercises, too. And we all know about Lee's incredible 
martial arts skills. Then there was the All-Pro NFL running 
back, Hershell Walker, who did bodyweight exercises each day. 
The list goes on and on. The key is in having a proven program 
with a track record, and Combat Co11ditio11i11g is just that. 

Puts You into the Old Clothes You Dream of 
Wearing Again! 

The main reason why Combat Co11ditio11ing works is 
because it targeis all che weak links in your body. And when all 
chose weak links are given a little attention, your entire body 
gets stronger, faster, more powerful and more energetic. Spend 
time each day doing a few functional exercises and the payoff 
is HUGE. 

I. Cranlks up your metabolism so you burn excess 
body fat a lot, lot faster. This means fitting into the 
clothes you WANT to wear. 

2. Packs attractive and healthy functional muscles (not 
grotesque) onto your entire body 

3. Simultaneously doubles your strength and flexibiliry 
- and does so without needing separate workouts for 
each. 

4. Quadruples your endurance inside of 30 days. ever get 
rired again. 

5. Within a couple weeks, it often eliminates chronic 
back and shoulder pain from years of heavy squats, 
deadlifts and bench pressing- or other forms of abuse. 

6. Sleep like a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no longer 
a goal. Ir's automatic. As soon as you hit the rack you're 
out like a light. 

7. Your self-confidence will have no bounds. Especially 
when you got compliments from people who hardly 
paid attention to you before. 

8. You can train anywhere. You don't need more than a 
few square feet of carpet or pavement and you're all set. 
You don't need equipment. Just your own bodyweight. 

9. You get a kick-butt workout done in 15 minutes or less. 
I 0. You'll turn back the clock. Friends may cell you that you 

look 5-1 0 years younger. 
11. You'll have an explosive rype of strength that weights 

cannot give you. Your every movement will be lively 
and full of vigor. 

12. Your muscles will be pliable and powerful, like a tiger's. 

Here's How to Order 

Combat Co11ditioni11g: Fm1ctio11.al. &el'cises for Fib1ess 
has 48 super effective bodyweight exercises along with seven 
different programs char will get you into kick-butt shape fast. 
Order NOW and you'll receive 3 free Special Reports on how to 
eliminate knee, back and shoulder pain. Your mral investment 
in this no-nonsense book is only $29.95 plus $6 S&H U.S. 
(foreign orders add $12). Order online ac www.marrfurey.com. 

Or pick up the phone right now and call I 813 994 8267 
to order. You can also send a money order to Matt Furey 
Enterprises, Inc., 10339 Birdwatch Drive, Tan1pa, FL, 33647. 

You get functional strength, - - --- - - - -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- · 
endurance and flexibiliry _ all 0 Yes, Please Send Me Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises for Fitness for only 
at che same time. Noc ro men- $29.95 plus $6 S&H ($12 foreign S&H), and if I'm one of the first 25 to order, I will also 
tion seeing the excess inches receive 3 Special Reports on eliminating knee, back and shoulder pain. 
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Spc. Daniel Nebrida, from Bat­
' tery C, 1st Battalion, 43rd Air 

Defense Artillery Regiment, 
35th Air Defense Artillery Bri­
gade, 2nd Infantry Division, in 
Osan, South Korea, performs 
a maintenance check on a 
Patriot missile. Department of 
Army photo 

Soldiers in South Korea Ready for War 365 Days A Year 
By Heike Hasenauer 

"It's a country that time has forgot­
ten," said Special Operations Com­
mand, Korea, Command Sgt. Maj. 
Richard Kimmich of North Korea. 

"We have to be prepared for war 
365 days a year, because we never 
know when Kim Jong-il [son of the 
late, but delegated "eternal" North 
Korean president Kim II-Sung] will 
say, 'We need to unify Korea today,"' 
Kimmich said. 

The possibility of war is never far 
from people's minds, Kimrnich said. A 
peace treaty between North and South 
Korea was never signed following the 
1950 to 1953 Korean War. 

And if the North chooses to invade 
there will be little warning, said Kim­
mich, whose 82-person headquarters 
would swell to some 500 to form the 
Combined Unconventional Warfare 
Task Force. 

North Korea has the fourth largest 
army in the world - composed of some 
1.2 million active-duty soldiers, more 
than 13,000 artillery systems and one 
of the largest submarine fleets in the 

world, according to U.S. State Depart­
ment records. 

"In 1991, when the United States 
and other nations were reducing the 
size of their military forces, North Ko­
rea focused on building up its force," 
Kimmich said. 

In 1991, too, North Korea had 40 
percent of its army positioned along 
the demilitarized zone some 25 miles 
north of South Korea's capital, Seoul, 
which is also home to U.S. Forces, 
Korea's Yongsan Garrison. 

Today, 70 percent of the North Ko­
rean army is positioned at the DMZ, 
Kilmnich said. And U.S. State Depart­
ment reports indicate that the North 
"has perhaps the world's second larg­
est special operations force, designed 
for insertion behind the lines in war­
time." 

Additionally, the reports reveal 
"North Korean forces have a substan­
tial numerical advantage over the 
South (between 2 and 3 to 1) in sev­
eral key categories of offensive weap­
ons - tanks, long-range artillery and 

armored personnel carriers." 
Ironically, nighttime satellite pic­

tures of the divided peninsula show 
a bleak, black image of the North, 
which accommodates some 23 million 
people, versus a bright, vibrant image 
of democratic South Korea, or the Re­
public of Korea, population about 48 
million. 

To stay prepared for crises and war, 
SOCKOR participates in six training 
exercises annually with ROK Special 
Warfare Command forces, including 
a counterterrorist exercise that fo­
cuses on marksmanship training, said 
Eighth U.S. Army spokesman Maj. Je­
rome Pionk. 

Two of the exercises are Joint Chiefs 
of Staff-level exercises that involve 
all U.S. and ROK special operations 
forces , said Sgt. Maj . Jack Hagan of 
the 39th Special Forces Detachment, 
Det. K. 

Attached to the 1st Special Forces 
Group, the detachment's 16 Soldiers 
work at 11 locations on the Korean 
peninsula, Hagan said. 
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"[U.S. SF Soldiers have] been train­
ing the ROK soldiers for 48 years, so 
we no longer concentrate on basic 
Soldier skills. Most of the training we 
conduct is concentrated on advanced 
skills and interoperability," he said. 

It includes courses such as fast­
rope master, jumpmaster, combat 
dive supervisor, water infiltration, 
over-the-water navigation, tactical air 
control, military free fall and airfield 
seizure, among others. 

"As liaisons to ROK special forces 
units, we teach their teams to call in 
U.S. strike aircraft and coordinate for 
other U.S. assets, such as Army night 
aviation and intelligence," Hagan 
added. 

Recently, ROK SF soldiers para­
chuted onto an airfield at low altitude 
at night and took control of the run­
way, allowing mock follow-on forces 
to come in within 30 minutes, Hagan 
said. "That was significant, because it 
was something they hadn't previously 
done." 

Det. K Soldiers, master sergeants 
who serve as advisers to ROK army 
generals, trained approximately 1,000 
ROK SF soldiers last year, Hagan said, 
using the "train-the-trainer" tech­
nique. 

"We've maintained a legacy with 
Korean special forces, who supported 
us immediately after the Korean War 
and in Iraq and Afghanistan," said 
Col. Simeon Trombitas, commander, 
SOCKOR. 

"As we learn lessons from our 
combat experiences, we share those 
with the Korean army. And we train 
them on changing systems," Trombi­
tas said. 

"The July 2006 missile launches by 
North Korea further demonstrated the 
need for the U.S. military presence in 
South Korea as a deterrent on the pen­
insula," he added. 

"The U.S. and ROK special opera­
tions soldiers are at the highest level 
of proficiency I've ever seen. I have no 
doubts they're ready to do their na­
tions' bidding," Trombitas concluded. 

Protecting Peace 
North Korea became the center of 

attention recently after claims that it 
conducted its first-ever nuclear test. 

In July the nation also launched 
seven missiles, including a long­
range Raepondong-2 that could have 
reached the United States had it not 
failed shortly after takeoff. 

Despite the inherent dangers of liv­
ing at the border of a communist-ruled 

society that boasts the fourth largest 
army in the world - and within range 
of several thousand North Korean ar­
tillery tubes - an assignment to South 
Korea, officially the Republic of Korea, 
or ROK, "is the assignment of greatest 
stability right now," said Eighth U.S. 
Army Commander Lt. Gen. David P 
Valcourt. 

That's because "Soldiers who arrive 
here aren't preparing to deploy to Iraq 
or Afghanistan, nor have they just 
come from those places," Valcourt 
said. 

When they arrive in the ROK, they 
are deployed to a real-life contingency 

operation, where officials take the 
possibility of war seriously every day. 

Moving south 
U.S. military personnel in Korea 

will soon witness great change, said 
Valcourt, as they're relocated farther 
south from the Yongsan Garrison in 
Seoul to Camp Humphreys and other 
southern points between now and 
2008. 

The changes are part of the 2004 
Yongsan Relocation Plan, an agree­
ment between U.S. and ROK officials 
to move all U.S. forces out of the Seoul 
area and south of the Han River by De-
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Maj. Jose Devarona, battalion executive officer for the U.N. Command Security Bn. , looks toward the tall gray building that's the North Korean Visitor Center 
at the Joint Security Area, Panmunjom. The building to his left is the Military Armistice Building. To the right is what U.S. and Republic of Korea soldiers 
call the "Monkey House, " because North Korean armed guards are said to make rude and threatening gestures from the building when a meeting is taking 
place in the armistice building. Photo: Heike Hasenauer 

cember 2008. A reduction in force will 
have reduced the size of U.S. forces in 
Korea by 12,500 - from 37,000 in 2004 
to about 25,000, said EUSA spokes­
man Maj. Jerome Pionk. 

It will be to the U.S. forces ' advan­
tage to move south, officials say, since 
the only remaining communist strong­
hold in the world also has the most 
heavily armed border in the world, 
and it lies about 25 miles north of 
Seoul, the current home to many of 

the 25 ,000 U.S. servicemembers sta­
tioned in the ROK. 

"Moving will also allow us to cre­
ate efficiency, using one commissary 
instead of eight, and reduce the num­
ber of other support facilities," said 
Valcourt. 

A number of U.S. camps close to 
the border with North Korea have al­
ready been closed. 

Twice the amount of money and 
materiel going into force structure 

Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 43rd Air Defense Artillery Regiment, 35th ADA Brigade, conduct convoy­
operations training. Photo: Heike Hasenauer 

at Fort Bliss , Texas, to accommodate 
troops relocating to the United States 
is going into Camp Humphreys, - some 
$8 billion - to be paid jointly by the 
United States and the ROK over the 
next five years, said Valcourt. 

"[The buildup of infrastructure] 
would be the envy of any commander 
[in the continental United States]," he 
said. 

Despite the changes, critical re­
sponse units like the 2nd Infantry Di­
vision, 11th Air Defense Artillery Bri­
gade and 2nd Combat Aviation Bde. 
are trained and ready for war. 

Eighth U.S. Army composes about 
80 percent of the force within U.S. 
Forces, Korea, said EUSA Command 
Sgt. Maj. Barry Wheeler. 

For most of these Soldiers, a tour 
in Korea is still considered a "hard­
ship duty tour," he said. "But it's not 
because of the location. It's because 
most people don't get to bring their 
families with them. Ninety-five per­
cent of the time, Soldiers come here 
on a one-year, unaccompanied tour." 

Since the 1953 U.S .-ROK Mutual 
Defense Treaty, the United States 
has had troops in South Korea, most 
notably the 2nd Inf. Div. and several 
U.S. Air Force tactical squadrons, to 
help Korea thwart aggression from the 
North.~ 
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When Current Events Corroborate the Prediction 
By ..John VVeisrnan 

Early this past February I was in 
Paris for a few days to do some pre­
liminary research for an upcoming 
project. Two of my dozen-plus meet­
ings were with the man who formed 
the basis for the character of Shah­
ram Shahristani in Direct Action, my 
novel (released last June in paperback 
by Avon) about the search for an al­
Qa'ida master bombmaker. The real 
Shahram is an Iranian emigre whose 
background is military intelligence. 
He has also, over the years, trafficked 
in everything from carpets to arms to 
information. 

He was also connected to what has 
come to be known as the Iran Contra 
affair, and because of that involve­
ment he is on the CI&; black list. In 
fact, there is a pair of burn notices 
attached to Shahram's file at Langley, 
telling all and sundry he is a fabri­
cator, a no-goodnik with a personal 
agenda, and that he is to be shunned 
at all costs. 

Anyway, we were sitting, Shahram 
and I, at the Brasserie Lorraine, a 
rather overpriced restaurant known 
for its seafood that sits at the edge 
of the eighth arrondissement on the 
Place des Ternes, at the confluence 
of the Boulevard de Courcelles and 
the Rue du Faubourg St. Honore. Our 
conversation was mostly about Iran 
and the upcoming confrontation with 
the United States over its nuclear 
program and about Iran's support for 
terrorism. 

"You know," Shahram said to me 
late in the conversation, "Imad Mug­
niyah was in Damascus last month. 

He went as part of the official party 
when President Ahmadinejad visited 
Bashar al-Asad." 

I put my coffee cup down. That was 
news. Imad Mugniyah is, after Usama 
bin Laden, the world's most wanted 
terrorist. He's been at it much longer 
than bin Laden, and his prime targets 
over the past two-and-a-half decades 
have been largely American. 

A little bit of history: Imad Mugni­
yah was responsible for coordinating 
the April, 1983, homicide bombing 
attack on the American Embassy in 
Beirut in which 63 people died. 

In October of the same year, he 
staged simultaneous attacks on a U.S. 
Marine barracks near Beirut's airport 
(241 U.S. Sailors and Marines died), 
and a French Army barracks (58 
KIA). 

He was responsible for the kidnap­
ping and torture/murders of CIA Bei­
rut station chief William Buckley, and 
Marine Lt. Col. Rich Higgins. 

He staged the high-profile hijack­
ing of TWA 847, during which U.S. 
Navy diver Robert Stethem was bru­
tally murdered. 

We don't know much about Imad 
Mugniyah's childhood or background. 
Some intelligence sources say he was 
born in South Lebanon. Others think 
he is from Ayn al-Dilbah, a village 
long ago absorbed into the slums that 
have become Beirut's Shia- dominated 
southern suburbs. What is certain is 
that as a teenager, Mugniyah was re­
cruited into Force 17, the Praetorian 
Guard of Yasser Arafat's Fatah organi­
zation. Force l 7's leader was the char-

ismatic "Red Prince of Terror," Ali 
Hassan Salameh, the operations boss 
of Black September, Arafat's version 
of Murder, Inc. Black September per­
petrated the 1972 Munich Olympics 
massacre that ended with the deaths 
of 11 Israeli athletes. 

Early in 1979, the Israelis finally 
caught up with Salameh. He was 
killed on January 29, when a covert 
Mossad team led by a woman using 
the alias Mary Erika Chambers deto­
nated a Volkswagen packed with 100 
kilograms of explosives as Salameh's 
motorcade turned out of Beirut's Rue 
Verdun onto Rue Madam Curie. 

After Salameh's death and espe­
cially after the 1982 Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon to dislodge the PLO's 
state-within-a-state, many of the Shia 
who'd been a part of Force 17 were 
actively recruited by Iranian agents 
who had been active in Lebanon 
since the mid-1970s. Long before the 
Shah's Western-leaning government 
fell to Ayatollah Khomeini's Islamic 
Revolution, many of the individuals 
who would become the nucleus of 
Khomeini's Seppah-e Pasdaran - his 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
- were, with Yasser Arafat's blessing, 
allowed to train in Lebanon's Beka'a 
Valley. 

After Arafat was exiled to Tunis , 
the Iranians scooped up scores of Shia 
fighters, provided them with financ­
ing, planning, weapons, and, by the 
early 1980s, a new target: the United 
States. Imad Mugniyah became chief 
of operations. The cover names used 
for these terror organizations in-

More than casual tourists meet at the sidewalk cafes along the Champs Elysees in Paris ... and quite often more than coffee is served. Photo: © 2005 David 
Monniaux, via Wikipedia.org, used by permission. 
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eluded Islamic Amal, Da'wa, Islamic 
Jihad, and Hezbollah. But in reality, 
names didn't matter. What mattered 
was control. And real control of Hez­
bollah lay not with the Musawi clan 
or the organization's so-called "spiri­
tual leader," Muhammad Hussein 
Fadlallah, but with the mullahs, the 
Seppah, and Ali Akbar Mohtashami­
pour, Tehran's one-time ambassador 
in Damascus. 

After Lebanon's civil war ended in 
1990, Imad Mugniyah found a safe 
haven in Tehran, where he assisted 
the mullahs implementing their long­
term program of expanding support 
for Islamist terror on a worldwide 
basis. 

Not that he stopped traveling. In 
the mid-1990s he visited Usama bin 
Laden in Khartoum to discuss mutual 
interests. According to RUMINT, he 
and Bin Laden actually worked to­
gether on the Khobar Towers bomb­
ing in Saudi Arabia in which 19 
Americans were killed. In July 1996, 
Western intelligence learned Mug­
niyah was a passenger aboard the 
Kuwaiti-flagged freighter Ibn TafiI . A 
joint U.S. Marine/SEAL snatch op­
eration was put together. But at the 
last minute, the Clinton White House 
scrubbed the Navy's plan to board the 
ship and capture or kill him. Since 
then, there have been other rumored 
sightings: Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Gaza. 
It's alleged he's had multiple plastic 
surgeries to change his appearance. 
Intelligence agencies have only a few 
photographs of Imad Mugniyah, and 
most of those are more than 20 years 
old. 

Anyway, immediately after my 
meeting with Shahram I called an old 
contact in Tel Aviv and asked if he'd 
heard about Imad Mugniyah's trip to 
Damascus. He answered in the af­
firmative, and said it had come from 
a good source within Israel's intelli­
gence community. 

And the reason? Maybe, he specu­
lated, Mugniyah's visit was cover for a 
high-level conference of terrorists. 

I met again with Shahram. We sat 
at a corner table at Fouquet's on the 
Champs Elysees. He munched on a 

millefeuilie; I took notes. I asked if he 
knew with whom lmad Mugniyah had 
met during his visit to Damascus. 

Shahram deflected the question. 
"The Iranians met with Hamas," he 
said. "They told Hamas, 'It is time to 
move now. You have free rein to act."' 

"With Meshal?" Khalid Meshal has 
been, since 2004, the leader ofHamas. 
He lives in Damascus. 

Shahram waved his hand dismis­
sively. "Something big is coming." He 
looked at me, his expression grave. "I 
promise you, the Iranians before the 
eighth of March will deliver two loads 
of equipment -- special weapons, mis­
siles , explosives - to Hezbollah. There 
will be a crisis. Big crisis. " 

I forgot about that conversation for 
a couple of months. I shouldn 't have, 
because Shahram was onto something 
significant. Not that he could have 
gone to CIA with it, of course. But 
that's the subject for another time. 

Now, I'm not big into conspiracies. 
Still, let's look at what Shahram told 
me and then lay a few things out in 
chronological sequence. 

• In February, Imad Mugniyah and Ira­
nian representatives meet with the 
Hamas leadership in Damascus and 
tell them they have "free rein to act. " 

• In March, according to Shahram, 
a huge shipment of armaments is 
scheduled for covert delivery to He­
zbollah in Lebanon. 

• Over the spring the urgency over 
Iran's nuclear weapons development 
program escalates. 

• As the US-Iranian rhetoric gets more 
heated, Iranian president Ahmadine­
jad issues threats to wipe Israel off 
the map. At the same time, Hamas , 
which receives Iranian backing and 
money, starts lobbing more and more 
Qasems from Gaza. 

• All the while, Hamas terrorists are 
digging a tunnel from Gaza toward 
a military post on the Israeli side of 
the border. This is not something you 
do overnight - or in plain sight. The 
Israelis have UAYs, and they look for 
signs of tunneling. 

• While Hamas is digging, those thou­
sands upon thousands of rockets 
and short-range missiles supplied by 

Iran are being clandestinely pre-posi­
tioned throughout Southern Lebanon 
by Hezbollah. Seppah personnel are 
available to train the terrorists in 
using these new, sophisticated weap­
ons. 

• At about the same time the talks over 
Iran's nuclear weapons program are 
coming to a head and referral of the 
matter to the UN's Security Council 
is imminent, Hamas terrorists break 
through the Gaza tunnel, attack the 
Israeli outpost, and abduct a soldier. 

• Literally within hours , Hezbollah 
mounts its own complicated, sophis­
ticated cross-border strike result­
ing in the deaths of several Israeli 
soldiers and the abduction of two 
others. Hezbollah leadership claims 
it acted in solidarity with the Gaza 
Palestinians. 

• Tehran says that any Israeli attempt 
to attack Syria will evoke an unprec­
edented response. Undeterred, Israel 
mounts a vigorous 'shock and awe' air, 
sea, and artillery campaign against 
Hezbollah, blockades the Lebanese 
coast, and begins a systematic de­
struction of Lebanese infrastructure. 

• The resulting debacle, on the cusp of 
the G-8 conference in St. Petersburg, 
Russia wipes just about all mention 
of Iran's nuclear program out of the 
news , and the consciousness of most 
politicians. 

Now I know what you're going 
to say. You're going to argue that it's 
unlikely Tehran's mullahs mounted 
the sort of complex, coordinated, 
long-range covert action program I've 
described simply to divert attention 
from their nuclear program and delay 
Security Council censure. 

And you'd be right. It goes far 
deeper than that. The Iranian regime 
is both patient and cunning, and it 
understands all too well about wag­
ing asymmetrical warfare. These are 
the same people who painstakingly 
took the contents of the CIA's Tehran 
Station shredders back in 1979 and 
reconstructed hundreds of pages of 
top-secret documents that had been 
destroyed prior to the U.S. Embassy 
takeover. These are the same mullahs 
who sent suicide bombers to destroy 
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our embassy in Beirut and kill our 
Marines and Sailors and dispatched 
Imad Mugniyah's thugs to kidnap Bill 
Buckley and Rich Higgins. 

So far as I'm concerned, Shahram 
was right. Something big was coming. 
And its genesis was Mahmoud Ahma­
dinejad and Imad Mugniyah's Janu­
ary 2006 visit to Damascus. Iran, I 
believe, was attempting to set in play 
an audacious series of covert actions 
to bring about a tectonic shift in the 
Middle East geopolitical landscape. 
Its objectives: to ensure an unstable, 
Shia-controlled Lebanon; to divert the 
Israeli government from its unilaterai 
disengagement with the Palestinians, 
and to use the Lebanon crisis as a 
distraction in order to consolidate its 
position vis a vis Iraq's Shia majority, 
who are ambivalent about Iran's long­
term goals -- and to give it more time 
to hide its nuclear weapons develop­
ment program. 

The one element Tehran seems not 
to have factored into its OPLAN was 
Israel's immediate, devastating, and 
overwhelming response to Hezbollah 
and Hamas. For the moment, anyway, 
the mullahs seem to have been rocked 
back on their heels . Indeed, Tehran is 
currently hinting that a negotiated 
settlement might be both possible 
and achievable. 

The Administration should take 
note. For more than a quarter century, 
Tehran's Islamofascists have waged 
war against America. America has 
never answered them back in kind. 
Israel's response tells me that where 
Tehran is concerned, actions speak 
much louder than words. ~ 

Author of numerous boohs, john 
Weisman is a frequent contributor to 
SOF. His latest novel, Direct Action 
was released Iast]une in paperbach by 
Avon. 
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A Revolutionary, State-Of-The-Art Bolt Action .50 Caliber Rifle 
Text & Photos by Gary Paul ..Johnston 

Receiving the request for a heavi­
er small-arm cartridge to compete 
with the 13mm German "anti-tank" 
rifle round during World War I, John 
Browning hurriedly scaled up the .30-
06 round to create the renowned .50 
BMG cartridge, and did essentially 
the same thing with his Model 1917 
Browning Machinegun, which became 
the timeless M2HB machinegun still 
in wide use almost a century later. 
However, Browning probably never 
dreamed that his cartridge would re­
emerge as a popular rifle caliber near­
ly a hundred years later as well. 

Having started in the 1970s, the 
popularization of .50 BMG caliber 
bolt-action rifles first began with 
World War II surplus British .55 cali-

her Boys rifles converted to .50 BMG 
back in the 1950s. And when the 
1968 gun law made an original-cali­
ber .55 Boys a "destructive device" at 
about the same time .55 Boys ammo 
was getting scarce, probably more of 
them were converted to .50 BMG than 
were left in the original caliber. Being 
well-made and easy to use, the Boys 
is "fairly" lightweight and portable, 
and has even been used for long-range 
hunting. While the Boys was the first 
.50 BMG caliber repeating rifle, it 
wasn't the last in this growing frater­
nity, and it certainly won't ever hold 
title of the best. 

Although I wouldn't want to get 
into a political debate on what, if any, 
is the best of the repeating .50 BMG 

bolt rifles , one of the best is without a 
doubt the COBB Bolt Action - 50 (BA-
50) from Georgia. This is not only due 
to the high quality manufacture of the 
BA-50, but also because of its unique 
design features. 

In 1994, while talking guns in a 
pitch-dark log cabin on a buffalo hunt, 
I asked the president of the company 
that flew me there if he had ever 
thought about building one of his left­
handed bolt bench rest actions to take 
a box magazine in a tactical precision 
rifle for a right-handed shooter. When 
he answered, "No" I could hear the 
wheels turning in his voice. A subse­
quent article six months later resulted 
in a mountain of interest. 

Today, a number of companies offer 

{left) Unique in its operation, the COBB BA-50 uses a left-handed bolt with right ejection, ideal for a right handed operator, yet also friendly to a left-handed 
one. (right) COBB's BA-50 is seen from the right side, but the bolt is on the left side. 
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left-handed bolt rifles for long-range 
shooters who are far removed from 
the bench rest crowd. I don 't lay claim 
to coming up with the idea first , a lot 
of people simply think tactically out 
of the box. One of them is Mr. Skip 
Patel, veteran law enforcement officer 
and founder and president of COBB 
Manufacturing. 

A long time firearms en thusiast, 
Skip Patel broke into the firearms 
market years ago in a big way. His 

first design was a .50 
BMG caliber bolt-action 
single shot rifle, but he 
quickly advanced to 
an improved repeat­
ing version, and also 
designed an entire 
family of semi-au tomatic 
modular precision ri­
fles, but that will 
have to wait for 
a separate 
article. 

What makes the COBB BA-50 so 
special is that it offers an operator the 
best of both worlds: The BA-50's bolt 
handle is on the left side of the upper 
receiver and i ts ejection port is on the 
right. There go those wheels again. 

Even though it's relatively light­
weight, as with all .50 BMG cali­
ber rifles, the BA-50 isn't a rifle one 
would want to tote around for very 
long. This weight relegates it to be­
ing a "static position" rifle , one that 

(1) Here the mechanism of the 
BA-50 can be seen clearly. 
Note the roller on the bolt. It is 
one of three. (2) Here the bolt 
is up, to illustrate the position 
of the parts just before the bolt 
is retracted. (3) Here the ejec­
tion port is seen in the open 
position on the right side of 
the BA-50. 

is seldom moved after being deployed 
in position. Those wheels are spin­
ning now. 

Think about it. You're a right­
handed operator or competitor with a 
bolt action rifle with the bolt handle 
on the right side. Every time you re­
charge the rifle, you have to remove 
your strong hand from the grip and 
perform the four-step bolt action. 

The rifle is designed to let the op­
erator leave h is right hand where it 
needs to be and work the bolt with his 
left hand, pulling back with it as he 
pushes forward with his right hand 
on the pistol grip . Does a bolt rifle get 
anymore positive or faster than this? 

Using a Lothar-Walther Match 
Grade barrel, the BA-50 amounts to a 
giant bolt action AR-15 style rifle and 
a few parts are actually compatible be­
tween an AR-15 and the BA-50. With 
a big two-lug bolt, the BA-50 uses a 
hardened steel barrel ex- ten­
sion for lock-up, not 
unlike the de-
sign used 

LMG, 
cam on the upper receiver 

assists in primary extrac-
tion. 

Once the short 
throw of the bolt han-

Many law enforcement officers have found 
the COBB BA-50 to fit their needs and 
their budget. This model is finished 

in urban camouflage by Duracoat 
and has John's Guns .50 BMG 

Sound Suppressor. 



dle is made, the bolt unlocks and can 
be moved to the rear guided by steel 
roller bearings that provide optimum 
smoothness during extraction and 
ejection. Speaking of ejection, it is ac­
complished by a spring-loaded ejector 
not unlike that used on the Ml6 and 
many other weapons. 

After completing this portion of 
the cycle, the operator has only to 
push the bolt handle forward in its 
receiver slot where the roller bearings 
guide it to strip another round from 
the 10-round box magazine and feed it 
smoothly into the chamber. Through­
out this procedure the right hand 
remains on the Ml6A2 pistol grip in 
control of the rifle. If preferred, after­
market pistol grips can also be used, 
such as my favorite, the ERGO Grip 
by Falcon Industries , already having 
been adopted by the U.S. Military. 

Having been designed after the AR-
15 type rifle, the BA-50 uses the same 
tube that normally houses the recoil 
spring and buffer, but in this case, 
the tube merely serves as a mounting 
platform for virtually any AR-15 style 
buttstock the end user desires. Some 
of the best are offered by ACE, Cho­
ate, Magpul Industries and VLTOR. 
The safety/selector and fire control 
group are largely standard AR-15, 
with changes necessary to accommo­
date the larger .50 BMG platform. 

Out front of the Lothar-Walther 
barrel is a custom designed Cobb 
muzzle brake, and COBB's free-float 
handguard leaves the barrel harmon­
ics totally independent. At the front 
end of this tubular handguard is a 
mount for an M60-style bipod. The 
handguard is ventilated and can be 
had plain or with an Ml913 rail that 
runs the full length, and corresponds 
with an identical rail atop the upper 
receiver. Along this 7075/T6 alloy 
platform can be mounted any num­
ber of optics and night vision devices 
(NVD's) . This extended rail can also 
accommodate BUIS. On the BA-50's 
free-floating ventilated handguard 
tube, additional rails can also be af­
fixed to suit specific needs for white 
and IR lights and lasers from Insight 
Technologies, Suref ire and others. 

Made of heavy gauge sheet-steel, 
the BA-50's 10-shot box magazine is 
detachable using the same positive 
system as found on the Ml 4 rifle. 
Simply insert a loaded magazine into 
the BA-50 and you've got 10 rounds at 
your disposal for fast follow-up hits. 
The only .50 BMG faster in operation 
is a semi-automatic, but the BA-50 

The bolt handle of the COBB BA-50 is right where this officer needs it for the fastest operation. 

fixed barrel can always be counted on 
to deliver outstanding 1 MOA accu­
racy with match ammunition. 

Long Rifle rimfire cartridge fired from 
a pistol. 

Down Range 
A .50 BMG Mottler Speaking of accuracy, how is it to 

shoot the BA-50? Pretty sweet, as long 
as you're wearing good ear protection 
and are not standing near the muzzle 
brake. As with any .50 BMG rifle, the 
BA-50's muzzle brake not only directs 
muzzle gasses out and to the rear, but 
also sound waves. Ear plugs in addi-

The rifle can also be had threaded 
for the .50 BMG Sound Suppressor 
fromjohn's Guns. Designed and built 
by suppressor guru, John Tibbetts , 
of Texas, this suppressor takes the 
muzzle report from the .50 BMG car­
tridge down to about that from a .22 

Designer: 
Caliber: 
Muzzle Velocity: 
Operation: 
Barrel Length: 
Overall Length: 
Weight: 
Feed Device: 
Safety: 
Sights: 

Stock Furniture: 
Finish: 
Price: 

Skip Patel 

.50 BMG 

2900 fps. 

Bolt-action repeater 

22" to 30" standard 

50" to 58" standard 

(above) Here the BA-50's bolt is seen 
disassembled for cleaning, and re­
assembled minus the bolt handle. 

28 lbs. to 30 lbs. standard 

10-round box magazine 

AR-15 style safety/selector 

Ml913 rail standard to accommodate any optics. Back­
up iron sights optional. 

Any AR-15 butt-stock and pistol grip. 

DuraCoat in any color or camouflage pattern. 

$3,900.00 starting (suggested retail) 
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Johnston found that opening the bolt on the BA-50 was super smooth, thanks to its rollers. His shooting 
hand never leaves control of the pistol grip. 

tion to ear cup protectors, are a good 
idea, at least for practice and if you 
have the type that amplify words , you 
can still hear voice commands during 
competition. 

With John Tibbetts' suppressor, 
you won't need anything but standard 
ear plugs, if that. I found that a plug 
in my left ear and my como in my 
right ear with a piece of duct tape to 
hold them in place under a balaclava 
sufficed for unsuppressed fire, so the 
suppressed .50 should be a cinch. 

Recoil is about that of a 12 ga. shot­
gun, but COBB adds a non-slip rub­
ber boot to the standard AR-15 stock, 
which softens it even more. Most 
sliding stocks mentioned come with 
or can be had with similar butts . 

I found the BA-50's action to be very 
fas t and velvet smooth , thanks to the 
rollers on which its bolt rides. Extrac­
tion and ejection happened without 
notice and successive rounds fed into 
the chamber slick as a whistle. Used 
as a crew-served weapon, a spotter 
could work the bolt even faster with 
the operator staying on target for a 
quick follow-up second shot. 

As with every other fifty I've fired , 
average GI ball ammunition can only 
be expected to produce 2 MOA accu­
racy at best, but match ammo will cut 
this in half. 

Cobb recommends high-powered 
telescopic sights designed especially 
to be used on heavy recoiling rifles 
like the .50 BMG, such as those by Le­
upold, Valdada IOR, U.S . Optics and 
others . The scope seen here on the 
BA-50 is Leupold's MK-4 16-40mm 
LR-T (Long Range Tactical). 

The BA-50 can be had in standard 

matte black or in any color offered by 
DuraCoat, including camouflage fin­
ishes , and DuraCoat can also supply 
the gun finished in any camouflage 
pattern. 

The Need 
Up until relatively recently, the 

role of the .50 BMG precision rifle 
has been more or less limited to sport 
competition shooting and some long 
range hunting, but things are rapidly 
changing. As with the U.S. Military, in 
increasing numbers law enforcement 
agencies are recognizing the need for 
such rifles to control positions on 
long range perimeters , for maximum 
penetration against heavily armed 
barricaded suspects and especially for 
airpor t security. With the Global War 
On Terrorism (GWOT) , we all lmow 
it's going to get much worse. 

Whether you are a sport-competi­
tion shooter or a law-enforcement of­
ficer, if you have the desire or need 
for a .50 BMG repeating rifle , check 
out the BA-50. For information, con­
tact COBB Mfg., Inc. , P.O. Box 88, 
Dept. SOF, Dallas, GA 30132; phone: 
770-505-3080, on the web at www. 
cobb50.com. ~ 

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication. in­
cluding technical data, reports of any activities, information, events 
and circumstances under controlled situations and under super­
vised control have not been tested nor approved nor were under the 
control of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Reports are transmitted from 
independent sources to which SOF has no obligation nor control. 
The data is transmitted for reporting events by the author. Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine, its agents, officers, consultants nor any other 
individual or entity reject any and all responsibility for any reporting 
in this publication. Any reports In this publication do not provide 
detail for comprehensive safety techniques, training techniques, 
training precautions that are absolutely essential for any covered or 
similar activity. The reader MUST not attempt any reported activity, 
technique or use of equipment based upon any reports in this publi­
cation. Comprehensive training, guidance and supervision is always 
necessary when engaging in any activity of which any report in this 
publication mentions or gives any reference to. _____ __. 

Contacts: 
Ace Ltd. 
P.O. Box 191 , Dept. SOF 
Chicago Park, CA 95712 

530-346-2492 • www.riflestocks.com 

Choate Machine & Tool 
P.O. Box 218, Dept. SOF 
Bald Knob , AR 72010 

800-972-6390 • www.riflestock.com 

Duracoat 
3601 129'" St. , Dept. SOF 
Chippewa Falls, Wl 54 729 

800-830-6677 
www.lauerweaponry.com 

Falcon Ind. 
P.O. Box 1960, Dept. SOF 
Edgewood, NM 87015 

505-281-3783 • www.ergogrips.com 

Insight Technology, Inc. 
9 Akira Way, Dept. SOF 
Londonderry, NH 03053 

8 77 -744-480 2 
www.insightlights.com 

John's Guns 
761 FM 2134, Dept. SOF 
Voss, TX 76888 

325-357-4647 • www.johnsguns.us 

Leupold & Stevens, Inc. 
14400 Northwest 
Greenbrier Pkwy., Dept. SOF 
Beaverton , OR 97006 

503-646-9171 • www.leupold.com 

Lothar Walther Precision Tools, Inc. 
3425 Hutchinson Rd ., Dept. SOF 
Cumming, GA 30040 

770-889-9998 
www.lothar-walther.com 

MagPul Ind. 
P.O. Box 17697, Dept. SOF 
Longmont, CO 80308 

877-4-MAGPUL • www.magpul.com 

Surefire, LLC 
18300 Mount Baldy Cir., Dept. SOF 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 

800-828-8809 • www.surefire.com 

U.S. Optics 
5900 Dale St., Dept. SOF 
Buena Park, CA 90621 

714-994-4901 • www.usoptics.com 

Valdada-IOR Optics 
P.O. Box 270095, Dept. SOF 
Littleton, CO 80127 

303-979-4578 • www.valdada.com 

VLTOR Weapon Syst. 
www.vltor.com 
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Exclusive~ 
Distributed by 
RSR Group 

Weigh!: 13.5 lbs 
Oier all ~nght 40.5' 
Barrel: Lothar-Wai,her24' 1in1011\ist 
Magazine 2-20rd modired BAR1918 
VllorButtstock, ERGO tactical grip 
Free Fkiated 4-posiion ML-STD 1913 Rail 
Harris Bipod 

1 906 . 2006 ' 
To celebrate 

the100th anniversary oflhe 'I f) f) f. 
30.06 rourd special edffion 100 ) 
u~ts \11 th logo markings. Ths t t I 
is a once in a tifetime chance to 
o~apeceofhistory . 100 YEARS 

Cobb Manullcturing Inc., P 0 Box 88, Dallas, GA30132, U.SA Ph 770.505.3080 Fax 770.505.3007 Online www.cobb50.com Email: sa~s@cobbSO .com 

INNER CITY DEFENSE PENCIL 

' PORTABLE, CONCEALABLE 

UN NOTICABLE BUT EFFECTIVE 

PROTECTION FOR. MEN &W OMEN 

' CONTAINS SPRING ACTIVATED 

TEM PERED CARBON STEEL ROD 

GROUND LIKE SYRINGE NEEDLE 

' ONE HANDED OPERATION 

' MADE FROM HIGH QUALITY 

STEEL DRAFTING TOOL. USED 

BY MANY USA AGENCIES 

WITH MANY SENT 

TO OUR COMBAT 

TROOPS ABROAD 

FOR SAM E DAY SHIPPING, 

ORDER TOLL FREE 

1 (866) 78D-04 30 

OR EMAIL FOR MORE INFO TO : 

info@innercityandtrave lsurv ival .com 

V ISA, MC, AMEX , DISCOVER, OR CASH, 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

INNER C1TY AN D TRAVEL SURVIVAL Co . 

P.O. Box 10155, BAINBRIDGE Is, WA 9 8 110 

ONE PENCIL $34-95 + $4-95 S& H 

3 PENCILS $ 10 4.85 POST PAID 

6 PENCILS $ 1 7 5 .00 POST PAID 

1 2 PENCILS $300.00 POST PAID 

S UPER IOR W E A PONS A O·APT ATIO N T E C HNOLO 

Modular Weapons System 
1 LOWER RECEIVER 

.22LR TO .308 NATO 
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THE HISTORY CHANNEL® PRESENTS CIVIL WAR - A NATION DIVIDED 
Immerse yourself in !he intensify, carnage, and chaos of the war that divided a nalion! Now you can experience hislory 

brought lo life in the first ever firsl-person shooler Civil War game for videogame consoles. Play as a Confederale or Union 
soldier in America's most historic and bloody baltles including Geltysburg, Bull Run and Anlielam. Use aulhentic weapons, fighl 

in inlense hand-to-hand combal, place explosives, sabolage enemy arlillery, destroy buildings, and more! The game is 
available for Microsofi Xbox 360 for $49. 99, Sony PlayStalion2 for $39. 99 and PC 
for $29. 99. Raled "T" for Teen by !he Enlertainment Sofiware Raling Board. 

INFRARED DIGITAL SCOUTING AND 
SECURITY CAMERA 

Stealth Cam, one of !he leaders in !he calegory of digital and 35mm 
scouling cameras, has expanded !heir line-up of infrared (no flash) digital 
cameras wilh !he 12301R. This easy-to-use camera will help in game scout­
ing, viewing wildlife or even commercial and residential surveillance. The 
2.0 megapixel digital camera shoots black and while images, and ifs in­
frared illuminators are effective up lo 30 feel. S!ealth Cam digital cameras 
puts you ahead of the game with Burst Mode™ technology, taking up to 
three pictures per triggering, capturing more pictures in a faster amount of 
time, or you may selecl the video oplion lo take up to l 0 seconds of video 
triggering. Sometimes one look just isn't enough: When deer enter the camera's 
trigger zone, they can be feeding with their head down and their rack out of the picture, but Stealth Cam's 
patented 3-piclure Bursi Mode feature gives you more than one opportunity to view that future trophy buck. 

Stealth Cam, LLC, Dept SOF 
P. 0 . Box 21 1662 I Bedford, TX 7 609 5 
888-304-6025 I www.stealthcam.net 

B-SQUARE PICATINNEY REPLACEMENT FOREARM 
This Picalinney Replacement Forearm is not only one of the most secure, but also one of the easiest 

and quickest to install forearms on the market. Requiring no tools or gunsmithing, the unique design of this 
forearm allows the shooter to personally install it, and provides a snug, careful fit providing the ultimate in 

accuracy for any altached accessory. 

Made from premium grade aircratt aluminum, this precisely-cut, Picalinney slot design allows any accessories filling a 
Weaver®-style or Picalinney rail a strong fit while still providing lightweight carry, even heat-dispersion and long life. 

B-SQUARE, Dept. SOF 
8909 Forum Way / Ft. Worth , TX 7 6140 I 800-433-2909 / www.b-square.com 

LEUPOLD BINO WITH OPTIONAL RANGE-ESTIMATING, ROTATING RETICLE 
Leupold's® new l Ox50mm Tactical binocular features high-performance optics and an optional range estimating, rotating reticle, 

which is of particular benefit to spotters on sniper learns and other special-operations personnel. The Tactical binocular's fully 
multi-coated lenses are combined with aluminum-enhanced prisms to provide optimal light transmission to the eye for a 
bright image. Phase coaling on the BAK4/BK7 prisms virtually eliminates residual diffraction, to further brighten and 
sharpen the image. For those who want the binocular with the range estimating reticle, two options are available: 
Leupold's Mil Dot, or Tactical Milling Reticle (TMR). Each reticle can be rotated so users with different eye spacing 
can view it horizontally. An additional benefit: When the reticle is being used to range an object on a slope that is 
not perfectly horizontal or vertical, the user can determine the range without tilting the entire binocular. 

Leupold & Stevens, Inc., Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 688 /Beaverton, OR 97075 I 503-526-1400 / www.leupold.com 
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CYCLOPS THOR MAGNUM 1 S MILLION 
CANDLE POWER SPOTLIGHT 

Cyclops provides high quality lighting products in the headlamp, flashlight, and spotlight 
categories that are distributed and sold worldwide. Each product is rigorously tested in real-life 
situations, to provide optimum performance in the field. The Cyclops Thor Magnum 15 Million 
Candle Power spotlight's powerful beam will help the serious user spot anything or anyone in 
the dark. The clean, bright, and powerful light produced by the 1 OOW Phillips H4 Halogen Bulb 
helps to provide this extreme lighting. 

Cyclops, Dept SOF 
3923 Oceanic Dr. / Oceanside, CA 92056 
888-304-6125 / www.cyclopssolutions.com 

TERRORIST ATTACK SURVIVAL KIT 
Innovative Technology Application (ITA) is the producer of over 130 interac­

tive CD-ROMs currently used by the U.S. Government to train U.S. military and 
officials across the world. Now this expertise is going to be made available to 
families throughout the U.S. American Family Protection, Inc. (AFP) has engaged 
ITA to produce an interactive CD for homes across America titled The Terror­
ist Attack Survival Kit, which contains 3.5 hours of material extracted from 
ITA's library of government-approved multi-media training modules. 

American Family Protection, Inc., Dept SOF 
11035 Brianlyn Ct. / Fairfax Station, VA 22039 
866-87 4-9200 I www.terroristattackcd.com 

ENTER YOUR HARDIGG ADVENTURE TO WIN A STORM CASE 
Hardigg and Storm Cases have traveled the world. From frigid conditions at the North Pole to undersea exploration, 

from the battlefields of Afghanistan and Iraq to a family boating adventure on the Great Lakes, Hardigg Cases have 
transported gear in airtight, waterproof and unbreakable cases. 

Now, Hardigg Cases wants to hear your amazing Hardigg adventure and if it is selected, your story and picture will 
be featured on the Hardigg Action Website. Not only will your adventure be published, Hardigg cases will send you a free 
standard storm case of your choice! It's easy to submit your adventure story. Log on one of the Hardigg websites: www. 

hardigg.com, www.militarycases.com, or www.stormcase.com and click on the "Win a Free Hardigg Storm Case icon. Complete the 
campaign form with storyline, detailed product information and a photo of your Hardigg Case in Action, and enter! 

# l ®HARDIGG® CASES 

HARDIGG 

New submissions will be updated monthly on the Hardigg In Action website. 
HardiggCases, Dept SOF 
P.B. Box 20 / South Deerfield, MA 01373 
413-665-2163 

THE WARRIOR'S EDGE "RAZR™" 
This new concept design melds a soldier's two greatest necessities of equipment together. First, ii is the 

perfect cross-design of hand axe ond fighting knife, heavy enough to be extremely effective, yet light 
enough to wield quickly. Second, it is a super-duty survival tool that chops, cuts, saws, and hammers 
in a multitude of configurations. The Razr™ is \t4 inch thick 1095 High Carbon Steel that has 
been heat-treated three times. Held by the handle, it is nose-heavy for chopping, yet has 
o forward hand position for culling and filleting. A triangle saw on the spine cuts 
effectively, yet quietly. An effective gut hook behind the cutting edge, with a 
small jaw has piranha-like teeth that "gnaw" through almost anything. A 
barb/razor wire breaker in the front, a hammer butt at the rear, and 10 
feet of 550 para cord wrapped around a Micarta handle make the 
Razr™ superior for field use: 25% military discount. 

Pro-Teet International 
Operations, Inc. Dept SOF 
487 Alico Libby Road 
Babson Park, FL 33827 
863-24 1-8696 
www.razrknife.com 
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Will Revolutionary New Piston-Operated LMG be the Next SAW? 
Text & Photos by Gary Pau l ..Johnston 

One of the things 
commanding the atten­
tion of all who passed 
by the Colt booth at 
the National Defense 
Industries Association 
(NDIA) Show this sum­
mer in Albuquerque, 
was a never-before-seen 
variation of the Ml6 
heavy-barrel rifle: It was 
a 5.56mm NATO light 
machinegun (LMG). 

Designed by Colt for 
the Military as a required 
component of the Objec­
tive Individual Combat 
Weapon (OICW) pro­
gram, the new Ml6 LMG remained 
on the shelf when the requirement 
ended. Now Colt has let the gun see 
the light of day - almost. Based on the 
Ml6A2 rifle, the new LMG uses only 
the lower receiver group and bolt of 
that weapon, with controls being the 
same. However, the upper receiver 
group is like nothing anyone has seen 
before on an Ml6. 

Using a variation of the short-stroke 
gas piston system introduced at the 
2006 SHOT Show in Colt's equally 
new Model 1020 LE (Law Enforce­
ment) assault rifle, the new LMG also 
uses a (one-piece) monolithic upper 
receiver/ quad rail handguard system 
similar to its sibling. However, unlike 
the 1020 LE, the bottom rail of the 
LMG's handguard is integral with the 
rest of the forend and is not remov­
able in order to mount a M203 40mm 
grenade launcher. 

Instead, the bottom portion of the 
forend is heavily reinforced for about 
4 inches forward of the magazine well 
and this portion houses a locking le­
ver not unlike that found on a number 
of other LMG's. This lever pivots 90 
degrees downward and its purpose 
is to lock and unlock the new LMG's 
quick-change barrel. 

Being much heavier than a stan­
dard Ml6A2 barrel, that of the Colt 
Ml 6 LMG uses longitudinal splines 
to line up and hold the barrel from 

rotating as it and its barrel extension 
are seated into the receiver (the bolt 
must firs t be locked to the rear) . The 
lever below the forend is then rotated 
90 decrees to the horizontal position 
to lock it firmly in place. 

During barrel changes, the gas pis­
ton and its captive spring remain in 
the gun, positioned by a sheet-metal 
liner, which also aids in inserting 
the barrel into the gun. With the 
barrel removed, the 
piston plug and pis­
ton group ca'.n be 
removed if desired 
and is reassembled 
in the reverse. 

Like the bolt 
carrier of the 
Model 1020 LE 
rifle, that of the 
new Colt LMG 
has a solid 
piece in place 
of the gas 
key at the 
top front 
of the car­
rier and here 
the rear end 
of the op­
erating rod 
impinges 
to drive 
the carrier 
rearward and 
the bolt with 
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it. At the bottom rear of 
the carrier are tapered 
"footers" to prevent 
the carrier from tilting 
downward when the 
operating rod strikes it. 
These footers also guide 
the barrier back into the 
recoil spring tube. 

Any Sight You Want 
The back-up iron 

sights (BUIS) of the new 
Ml6 LMG are of the flip­
up type, allowing the 
top rail of the flattop up­
per receiver and forend 

to mount a seemingly 
endless array of 

optics and other 
accessories. The 
sample LMG 
was equipped 
with an Aim­

Comp 



Aimpoint's 3X Magnifier. The Comp 
M3 comes with a 2 MOA red dot and 
has a battery life of 50,000 hours. 

The 3X Magnifier can be removed/ 
replaced quickly with no loss of 
zero. Unused portions of the rails 

can also be protected with rail cov-
ers, available from a number of mak­
ers. 

To keep cost to a minimum, the 
new Ml6 LMG uses standard 20-or 
30- round NATO magazines, but it can 
also used the 100-round C-Mag from 
the Beta Company. Beta's new C-Mag 
was examined with its carrying case 
in the new Army Camouflage Uni­
form (ACU) pattern. The Ml6 LMG 
comes standard with an M4 style slid­
ing butt stock, adjustable for length of 
pull, but can be had with a fixed stock 
if desired. 

As with the standard Ml6 fire 
control group, that of the LMG can 
be had to provide various modes of 

fire including open-bolt firing where 
a special trigger group and bolt car­
rier are used. However, Colt has also 
developed a fire control unit that will 
allow the LMG to fire semi-automatic 
from a closed bolt and full-automatic 
from an open bolt along with semi­
auto, all by simply rotating the selec­
tor to the appropriate position. 

So new was the sample LMG dis­
played at the NDIA Show that it had a 
pre-production matte black synthetic 
TangoDown bipod from Buffer Tech­
nologies. This lightweight polymer 
bipod comes in various colors includ­
ing black, as seen here , and is fully 
adjustable. 

This initial specimen of the Ml6 
LMG had no quick-change barrel 
handle to protect one's hands from a 
super heated barrel. I suggested that 
an Ml6 bayonet lug be included on 
the gas block so that a Ml6 bayonet 
could be used to remove the hot bar-

Here the Colt 1020 LE seen from the right with a M203 40mm grenade launcher. 

rel. Whatever the case, a means of 
handling the hot barrel will be pro­
vided if the gun reaches the produc­
tion stage. 

Snotty-Proof Stripping 
Field-stripping and reassembly of 

the new LMG were totally simple, 
with only minor instruction during 
the first time. Since virtually no de­
bris gets into the mechanism, as in a 
direct gas system, cleaning require­
ments will be less than those of the 
standard Ml6 rifle. 

Along with the new Ml6 LMG, 
Colt displayed a selective fire version 
of its piston operated 1020 LE rifle. 
This was the first time a selective fire 
1020 LE had been seen outside the 
Colt factory, although Colt's submis­
sion that came in second in the SCAR 
program was very similar to this gun. 

Unfortunately, neither I nor any­
one else present were allowed to fire 
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Colt's new Ml6 LMG, even though 
the gun had obviously been fired. 
This was because Colt is not yet ab­
solutely sure it wants to produce the 
new LMG, and this is due to America 
being at war, with Colt operating at 
near 100% capacity in order to fill U.S. 

the gas rings in the bolt. Although the 
Ml6 operates vvith great reliability 
under normal conditions, I anticipate 
that the piston operated 1020 LE will 
provide optimum reliability under 
even the worst conditions. 

Military contracts. Howev­
er, Colt has had interest by 
not only the U.S. Military, 
but also foreign countries 
friendly to America. 

And It's Magazine-Fed 
Stepchild 

However, along with 
others present, I was able 
to test fire Colt's new selec­
tive fire 1020 LE, the pis­
ton driven M4-style assault 
rifle counterpart to the 
LMG. This rifle performed 
superbly in all respects 
and was noticeably easier 
to cock than a standard 
M4, due to the omission of 

Assisted by a Co/I Instructor, this 
lady ffres a 3-round burst from the 
selective Ore Coll piston operated 
1020 LE Riffe. 

Continued on page 80 

Specifications: Colt M1 & LMG 
Caliber: 
Muzzle Velocity: 
Operation: 
Type of Fire: 

Barrel Length: 
Overall Length: 
Weight: 
Feed Device: 
Rate of Fire: 
Safety: 
Sights: 

Stock Furniture: 
Finish: 

S.56x4Snun NATO (.223 Rem.) 

3100 fps. 

Shon-stroke gas piston 

Selective: Full automatic and 
semi-automatic. 

18.S", 14.S" and 10.5' 

34.S" to 37.5" 

9 lbs. 

Any Ml6 magazine 

700 rpm 

Safety selector 

(front) Flip up protected post 
adj. for elevation. 

(rear) Flip up 2-position aper-
ture adj. for windage. 

(optics) Monoli thic Ml913 quad 
rail accepts all optics, 
lights & lasers. 

Matte black polymer 

Matte black hard anodized 

ADUAnCED 
TECHnOLOGY,1nc. 

Pistol Grip 
Butts tock 

' . 
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SNIPER LETTERS • Continued from page 21 

LETIER 7: 
"Commanders, S-3s and Such Hot 
Knowing How To Use Us Dr Implement 
Us Into Their Plans." 

Obviously the issue with equipment 
is huge, but we are also running into 
Commanders, S-3s and such not knowing 
how to use us or implement us into their 
plans. Our unit is trying to rectify that 
by sending an S-3 rep and the Scout PL 
to a Sniper Employment Officer course. 
Hopefully it will assist in the decision 
process. We are also running into man· 
ning issues since they are trying to fill 
the Line companies first. We are current· 
ly well below MTOE strength and this 
greatly reduces our abilities to assist the 
Battalion. We have also had a reduction 
in trigger time prior to this deployment 
due to lack of equipment, ammo, and 
range time. Anyway, trying to keep this 
from turning into a Bitch session, but 
these are the issues we are facing. 

LETIER B: 
"The Biggest one Is Not Being Used 
for our Purpose" 

Equipment is huge - having to jump 
through hoops to be able to get some 
kind of equipment and that is with your 
help, my XO has mentioned to me how 
stocks and rail systems are not able to 
be purchased because battalion not hav­
ing funds (all used up on fixing vehicles). 
Having to fit in a zero confirm is hard 
also because of ammunition allocation -

but the biggest one is not being used for 
our purpose; Missions do not match what 
we are here for. 

LETIER 9: 
"The Scope Rings Got Shot Down, But 
A 8900 Projection TV Was Ordered 
for The Batallion TDC for Briefings." 

In my experience, ordering equipment 
has been something we just couldn't get 
done. We have tried ordering everything 
from new scopes to assault packs, and it 
always gets shot down because of "fund· 
ing." We always get approval from our 
company commander, but it is the bat­
talion XO who always shoots our orders 
down. We are downrange, and we tried 
to order some new scope rings for our 
M24s. The scope rings got shot down, 
but a $900 projection TV was ordered for 
the battalion TOC for briefings. We are 
a mech battalion, so I don't know if it 
is the same in the light world. We also 
have a problem with uniform standards. 
The battalion commander and CSM have 
ordered us not to ever downgrade our 
gear when on mission. Obviously on a 24 
to 48 hour mission, that stuffs coming 
off. We all ordered new body-armor plate 
carriers on our own, which are smaller 
and allow more movement, and they 
won't let us wear them. The problems 
always tend to arise from the battalion 
level, and the companies always support 
us. The biggest problem I have noticed 
is battalion level leadership sticking its 

nose where it doesn't belong, because 
they think they know everything. The 
upper level leadership does not trust its 
snipers to make their own decisions, and 
thus undermines the effectiveness of its 
snipers. 

LETTER 10: 
" ... Company cos ... BH cos .•. Who Have 

No Idea How To Deploy Snipers" 
This happened to me and relates to 

company COs and BN COs etc. who have 
no idea how to deploy snipers. 

I was TOLD that my position during an 
operation would be on a 150-foot smoke 
stack at a large factory. It has one way 
up and down, which is a ladder. My firing 
platform was a steel-grate catwalk. 

I checked out the place... gave my 
recommendations which was HELL NO, 
are you kidding me? I was told that they 
where dead serious and to "be a good sol­
der and senior NCO" and get my butt up 
there. To top it off, my observer was on 
leave and they told me that a CSM would 
go up and spot for me: He has no sniper 
training what so ever. To make matters 
even worse, once on top of this swaying 
death trap, I was to turn on an infrared 
beacon to mark my position to prevent 
blue-on-blue. 

Hope this made all your hair stand on 
end. I am bald but just thinking about 
this bull made a couple pop out on top. 
LOL 

Spc. Hans Rvehr, a sniper from the 172nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, searches for insurgents in Mosul, Iraq last March. US Army photo by Spc. Clydel l Kinchen 
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LETTER 11: 
" ... Misunderstanding and Ignorance 

of The Officers Who Attempt To 
Employ Us" 
Biggest problem I had, was a CO who 

was looking for brownie points with the 
LTC and has no common sense. 

Today was a prime example of the 
misunderstanding and ignorance of the of­
ficers who attempt to employ us. Our time 
in-country is rapidly coming to a close 
(supposed to be leaving in two weeks) and 
our CO wants us to maintain a high op­
erational tempo while packing up to leave 
country. Not too big of a deal right? My 
team has been living out of our day-packs 
for just over a month now, working two 
days out and two days in the wire. Due to 
the high tempo and repetition of the mis­
sions the enemy has started to catch on 
to our movements. Having had multiple 
active compromises in the last two weeks, 
we told our officers about the need to vary 
the missions, their reply was, "suck it up, 
there are only three missions left, and the 
grunts are working just as hard as you." 
Not many of us have been injured on the 
deployment yet and they will keep push­
ing us until someone is - it happened last 
deployment too, so I guess the point to 
my ranting and raving is that the officers 
in charge need to understand our special 
situation, we spend days outside the wire 
constantly on alert, and we know what 
works and what does not work, and until 
they see the RPGs flying in their direction 

• 

I don't think they will understand. 

LETTER 12: 
" ... Not Letting Us Kill Known Enemy" 

I know the main problem we are deal­
ing with is they're not letting us kill 
known enemy. All they want to do is build 
cases on these scum so they can send them 
to jail where they can network with oth­
ers and learn more. We need to be used 
in more indigenous ops like vehicle hides, 
dish dashas, that sort of shit. We are get­
ting the MK 11 so that is good, we need 
better night optics. Pistols in .45 would be 
nice. OUR ROE's only allow kills on people 
that we have PID on. Known players should 
be taken out - it is too soon to be civi­
lized. The assets to build cases and gather 
evidence on these creeps is not available. 
There is no CSI Iraq. I know Accuracy In­
ternational makes a great weapon and we 
lug around an 18-pound sniper rifle. WTF? 
The SASR is great but I am sure there 
are better rifles out there. I just engaged 
a target the other day and the safety got 
stuck in the off position and jammed after 
the first round (it was clean and lubed, so 
don't even think about it ... ha ha ha ... I am 
not Jessie Lynch). It is a very tough fight 
here because the insurgents know not to 
walk around with AK's like that. They 
have learned the hard way. ~ 

To comment on this article, please 
email the publisher: editorsof@aol. 
com 

... Continued next month . 

Sgt. Eddie Mathis, from the 278th Regimental Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, patrols Ba/ad Ruz, 
Iraq with his M-21 sniper rifle. US Army photo by Shane A. Cuomo 

Kimber· Rimfire Targer 
conversion kits for .22 LR and 

I 7 Mach 2 fit most 19 l l brands and 
instal l without tools in one nti nute. 

' 

T he KimPro~ Tac-Mag~ is the 
ultimate stainless steel 19 11 .45 ACP 
magazin e. Both full size and compact 

versions are available. 

T he Kimber Custom Shop 
offers fin e 19 1 l gri ps, njght sights, 

perfo rmance parls and refin ishi ng with 
the high-tech Kiml'ro II'" process. 

For com plete informati on on Ki mber firearms 
and accessor ies please send $2 to: 

Kimber Dept 790, 
One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705, 

call (800) 880-2418 or visit 
www.kimberamerica.com 
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COLT'S M16 LMG • Continued from page 77 

Colt's new Ml6 LMG is a major 
step in firearms development, as 
there has never before been a quick­
change barrel system such as this for 
the rifle. In reality it can be compared 
to the famous Browning Automatic 
Rifle (BAR) developed at the end 
of World War I and used with great 
success into the Vietnam War. The 
advantages it has over the BAR are 
its quick-change barrel, its extended 
magazine capability and its unlimited 
ability to mount virtually any optics, 
lasers and lights. As such it fills the 
bill for a new squad weapon wanted 
by the United States Marine Corps. 

Colt's new Ml6 LMG is not yet 
pictured in any Colt brochures and 
you may never see it in one. However, 
if there is sufficien t interest, Colt will 
surely produce this new lightweight 
squad automatic. 

Even with its heavy production 
schedule, Colt hopes to begin limited 
production of its new Model 1020 
LE piston-operated rifle -- for law en­
forcement and military sales only -- in 
the near future. For information on 
all of its fine firearms, contact Colt's 
Manufacturing Company, LLC, P.O. Box 
1868, Dept. SOF, Hartford, CT 06144, 
USA phone: 800-962-COLT, on the 
web at: www.colt.com. ~ 

Other Contacts: 
Aimpoint 
14103 Mariah Ct., Dept. SOF 
Chantilly, VA 20151 
877-246-7646 I www.aimpoint.com 

Beta Company 
2137-B Flintstone Dr., Dept. SOF 
Tucker, GA 30084 
800-669-2382 I www.betaco.com 

Buffer Technologies 
P.O. Box 105047, Dept. SOF 
Jefferson City, MO 65110 
877-628-3337 
www.buffertech.com 

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication, in­
cluding technical data, repcrts of any activities, information, events 
and circumstances under controlled situations and under super· 
vised control have not been tested nor approved nor were under the 
control of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. Re perts are transmitted from 
independent sources to which SOF has no obligation nor control. 
The data is transmitted for reporting events by the author. Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine, its agents, officers, consultants nor any other 

I 
individual or entity reject any and all responsibility for any reporting 
in this publication. Any reports in this publication do not provide 
detail for comprehensive safety techniques, training techniques, 
training precautions that are absclutely essential for any covered or 
similar activity. The reader MUST not attempt any reported activity, 

I 
technique or use of equipment based upon any reports in this publi· 
cation. Comprehensive training, guidance and supervision is always 
necessary when engaging in any activity of which any report in this 
publication mentions or gives any reference to. 

BULLETIN BOARD • Continued from page 12 

Veterans Business 
Training Center 

The Mili tary Order of the Purple Heart 
Service Foundation has established a train­
ing center for Veterans that is somewhat 
unique and receiving excellent reviews . It 
trains Veterans to have a thorough under­
standing of a very complex, VOiP (Voice 
Over Internet Protocol), predictive dialing 
web-based system that is used world-wide. 
It is open to Veterans who have a Purple 
Heart Medal or who have a disability rating. 
The Veteran trainee is instructed at his or 
her home in an online classroom. All the 
necessary software and hardware for the 
Veteran's computer is supplied by the Train­
ing Center. A Veteran who does not have a 
computer may be able to obtain one from 
the VR&E office of the Veterans Adminis tra­
tion. The curriculum calls for eight hours of 
daily instruction for five clays every week for 
a period of 15 weeks. The Veteran receives 
$11 per hour during the training period. 

There is an increasing demand for 
skilled contract/call center agents and su­
pervisors working from home. The MOPH 
Service Foundation currently has about 30 
companies, such as Home Depot, that hire 
the graduates of this program to work out of 
their home for compensation ranging from 
$15.00 to $22.00+ per hour. Companies 
interested in hiring graduates are asked to 

call 703-340-8763. Anyone interested in 
obtaining further information can visit the 
MOPH Service Foundation web site, www. 
purpleheartfoundation.org . 

DD 2t4s Available Online. 
The National Personnel Records Center 

(NPRC) has provided the following website 
for veterans to gain access to their DD-214 
online: http:/ /vetrecs.archives.gov/. 

This will cut the waiting time veterans 
have had in the past waiting for copies of 
their DD 214's and will be particularly help­
ful when they need a copy of their DD-214 
(Member Copy-4) for employment pur­
poses. NPRC is working to make it easier 
for veterans with computers and Internet 
access to obtain copies of documents from 
their military files. Vets and the next of kin 
of deceased former military members may 
now use a new online military personnel 
records system to request documents. Other 
individuals with a need for documents must 
still complete the Standard Form 180, which 
can be downloaded from the online web 
site. Because the requester will be asked to 
supply all information essential for NPRC 
to process the request, delays that normally 
occur when NPRC has to ask veterans for 
additional information will be minimized. 
The new web-based application was de­
signed to provide better service on these 

TGUNSITE 
FOREIGN 
WEAPONS 

Foreign Weapons is a 5 day course designed for military 
and civilian personnel with a need to understand, or teach 

the application of weapons most often employed by forces 
outside the United States. The weapons include the AK-47 
rifle, Glock pistol, PKM machine gun, RPK, RPO, Krinkov, 

SVD rifl.e, RPG and the Makarov pistol. All weapons, 
ammunition and equipment are included. 

November 13-17, 2006 
February 19-23, 2007 
April 9-13, 2007 
October 15-19, 2007 
Other dates may be booked for law enforcement and military units. 

Gu.nsite Academy • 2900 W. Gunsite Road • Paulden, AZ. 86334 
928-636-4565 • www.gunsite.com 
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requests by eliminating the records center's 
mailroom processing time. Please pass this 
information on to former military personnel 
you may know and their dependents. 

Capella's wounded 
vet Stholarships 

Io honor the sacrifices of our men and 
women in uniform, Capella University 
http://www.capella.edu an accredited 
online university and a leader in online edu­
cation, is offering five $10,000 scholarships 
to service members wounded in Operation 
Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi Free­
dom. Titled "Spirit of Capella Scholarships 
For Injured Service Members," the schol­
arships may be applied to any of Capella's 
online degree programs. Approximately 
15% of Capella students are members of the 
military. 

"As a university with a significant num­
ber of students who are members of the 
military, Capella is committed to doing its 
part to support those men and women who 
have given so much in service to our coun­
try," said Jim Landerkin, Capella's Federal 
Program Manager. 

The applications process for 2006 closed 
last November. Hit their site now for infor­
mation on their 2007 program, or email 
michael.walsh@capella.edu. ~ 

YOUR RIG/YOUR WAY 
The Omni Yoke is fully 

MOLLE compatible 
to provide 

endless modularity. 

BERRY AMENDMENT 
COMPLIANT 
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Oliver North is host of "War Stories" on the Fox News Channel. The opinions expressed 
below are his own and do not represent the views of Fox News and/or Soldier Of Fortune. 

by Lt. Col. Oliver North, USMC [Ret.] 

The North Korea Policy Is An Exercise In Insanity 
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Albert Ein­

stein is credited with defining insanity 
as "doing the same thing repeatedly and 
expecting a different outcome." This 
Mr. Einstein is, of course, the Nobel 
physicist whose 1939 letter on atomic 
fission to President Franklin Roosevelt 
resulted in the Manhattan Project -- and 
the development of the first A-bomb. 
In the wake of North Korean "product 
demonstration" and claim to have deto­
nated a nuclear weapon, U.S. decision­
makers should heed the late scientist's 
pithy observation -- for our policy to­
ward the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea (DPRK) certainly seems to fit 
the definition. It's time to face the facts: 
None of the "diplomatic initiatives" the 
United States has tried since 1945 have 
worked to prevent North Korea from 
becoming a serious threat to U.S. na­
tional security. 

The post-World War II "diplomatic" 
decision to partition the peninsula at 
the 38th parallel allowed the creation 
of a family-run Stalinist dictatorship. 
When the DPRK invaded the democrat­
ic Republic of Korea on June 25, 1950 
-- the United States took the case to the 
United Nations. Two days later, the U .N. 
Security Council resolved to "repel the 
armed attack" -- not to "unify" the two 
countries. Even this measure would 
have failed had the Russians -- with veto 
power -- not been absent when the vote 
was taken. The resulting four-year-long 
Korean War cost the lives of 54,229 U.S. 
servicemen and ended in a "diplomati­
cally negotiated" stalemate right where 
it began -- on the 38th parallel. 

Subsequent "diplomatic initiatives" 
have fared no better. In the 1990s, faced 
with the prospect of the DPRK devel­
oping advanced missile and nuclear 
technologies -- while millions of North 
Koreans starved - the United States 
engaged in lengthy bilateral diplomatic 
discussions aimed at convincing the 
militant regime to cease and desist. The 
1994 "Agreed Framework" has proven 
to be a disaster. The agreement required 
Pyongyang to stop all nuclear weapons 
development and the United States to 
provide North Korea with billions in 
foreign aid and two light water nuclear 
reactors for generating electricity. We 
complied. They lied. 

By the time George W. Bush arrived 

in Washington it was apparent that 
"bilateral diplomacy" hadn't worked. 
When U.S. and allied intelligence ser­
vices reported that Kim Jong-Il was se­
cretly accelerating missile and nuclear 
weapons development, the Bush admin­
istration decided to try a "multilateral" 
approach -- the so-called six-party talks 
-- with U.S., North Korean, South Ko­
rean, Japanese, Chinese and Russian 
diplomats all sitting down at the same 
table. Now, in the aftermath of last 
week's claimed nuclear test, it should 
be clear that this "diplomatic effort" has 
failed as well. President Bush acknowl­
edged as much in his press conference 
on Oct. 11: "With its actions this week, 
North Korea has once again chosen to 
reject the prospect for a better future 
offered by the six-party joint statement. 
Instead it has opted to raise tensions in 
the region." 

The key words in the president's 
statement are "once again" and "raise 
tensions in the region." The "once 
again" observation is a reminder of Ein­
stein's insanity definition. The "raise 
tensions in the region" proclamation is 
a gross understatement. Here's why: 

Cash-strapped North Korea's only 
exports are counterfeit U.S. currency, 
illicit drugs and rocket/missile technol­
ogy. Pyongyang's No. 1 customer for 
these "products" is Tehran. The Iranian 
Shahab-3 and Shahab-5 missiles are 
identical in design and performance 
with North Korea's Nodong and Taepo 
Dong missile series. Iranian president 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has made it 
clear that neither "diplomacy," nor U.N. 
sanctions are going to stop Iran from ac­
quiring nuclear weapons. Using words 
remarkably similar to statements by 
Kim Jong-11, he describes U.S., Eu rope­
an, U.N. Security Council and Interna­
tional Atomic Energy Agency diplomat­
ic efforts to deter the Iranian nuclear 
program as "useless resolutions." 

It requires the willful suspension of 
disbelief to trust that Iran -- awash in 
petro-dollars -- won't try to buy North 
Korean nukes. Put differently, if you 
think that the jihad being waged against 
us is a tough fight now -- just wait un­
til Islamic radicals have North Korean 
nukes. At that point, the "caliphate" of 
which Bush spoke on Wednesday will 
be a foregone conclusion. 

Sgt. Dorsel B.Boyer, right. with Ollie North, during 
North's recent trip to Iraq. Boyer, assigned to 2/2 
Brigade Combat Team, hails from Coshocton, OH. 

It need not happen -- if we abandon 
the process that has repeatedly failed 
in the past. Mr. Bush says he wants to 
"give diplomacy a chance." He added, 
"there must be a strong Security Coun­
cil resolution" to cause North Korea "to 
dismantle its nuclear programs." Past 
performance ought to tell us that won't 
work. 

Instead of going back to the United 
Nations -- where Kofi Annan insists 
that "The U.S. and North Korea should 
talk," Bush would do better to recall 
the Congress into session until it fully 
funds and deploys the U.S. ballistic mis­
sile defense system; sends more Patriot 
Pac Ill and Aegis defense systems to our 
Asian allies and resolves to form a new 
alliance of Asian/Pacific democracies to 
ensure that the DPRK cannot export its 
nuclear and rocket technologies by sea 
or air. 

Demonstrably firm U.S. leadership 
would be welcome by Japan, South Ko­
rea, Taiwan, the Philippines, Australia 
and New Zealand. Building such a co­
alition now -- instead of repeating what 
has failed in the past, would offer hope 
that we really aren't insane. ~ 

To find out more about Oliver North, and 
read features by other Creators Syndicate 
writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.creators.com. 

Copyright 2006 Creators Syndicate, Inc. 
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